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Trimble Calls SDLP Silence ‘Deafening’ 


LD2812182495 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1729 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[By Deric Henderson, PA News} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Northern Ireland peace 
process was under new pressure tonight after the latest 


paramilitary-style killing in Belfast. 


Even though no organisation admitted responsibility for 
the shooting of petty criminal Martin McCrory, 30 — 
the sixth man to be murdered since April — the IRA is 
being blamed for directing the campaign of attacks in 
republican areas of the city. 


Senior RUC [Royal Ulster Constabulary] officers fear 
there could be more deaths and tonight Ulster Union- 
ist leader David Trimble said it was time the Govern- 
ment and the leadership of the nationalist SDLP [Social 
Democratic Labor Party] spoke out about the heighten- 
ing scale of terror which has left four dead this month. 


He said: “It is a matter of major concern that there now 
is a return to violence after nationalists assured us of a 


permanent peace. 

“The silence from the SDLP leadership is quite deafen- 
ing, and obviously there is no ceasefire when people are 
being murdered. 

"The Government and those nationalists promoting the 
peace process must come clean on this. They have got 


to face up to what is going on and see how they can 
help the authorities bring it to an end.” 


Most of the victims of the five previous killings were 
suspected drug dealers and the attacks were apparently 
part of a so-called republican purge. 


But Mr McCrory, hit by a shotgun blast at his home 
at Norglen Parade, Turf Lodge, was, according to 
security sources, a known car thief and burglar with 
only minimal involvement in drugs. 


He was shot in the legs by the IRA seven years ago in 
a punishment attack. 
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His three-year-old son, who was sitting beside him at the 
ume of the latest fatal shooung through a back, ground 
floor window, was slightly injured in the hand. His 
common law wife and another son, aged eight, escaped 
unhurt. 


The violence has clearly unsettled ministers in London 
and Dublin at a particularly difficult and tense time for 
the peace process. 


Although the IRA ceasefire sull stands there is growing 
unease among senior RUC officers that the shootings 
will continue. 


A number of people have been questioned about some 
of the six murders, but nobody has been charged. 


One security source told PA News tonight: "Who knows 
when they will stop and that’s a big concern. I can't see 
it getting out of control, but I can’t see an end in sight 
either. 


“Some of these people who believed themselves to be at 
risk cleared off to England. The majority drifted back 
and it could get to the stage where they (the killers) 
don’t really want to stop. 


“It’s the heavy hand at work. It's a way of life. Feelings 
don't come into it, certainly not the ceasefire.” 


Officially, the police are keeping an open mind for 
the motive behind the latest killing, but West Belfast 
SDLP MP Dr Joe Hendron believes the Provisionals 
were behind it. 


He said: “It's another phase of the onslaught against a 
section of the nationalist people, and if Sinn Fein want 
to be considered democrats, then this campaign must be 


stopped. 
“Otherwise they cannot be treated as democrats.” 


The RUC’s sub-divisional commander in West Belfast, 
Superintendent lan Williamson, said he was not pre- 
pared to speculate, even though he said the shooting 
fitted into the same pattern of IRA activity since the 
ceasefire. 
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Waigel: No Referendum on Abolishing German 
Mark 


LD2912084495 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
0736 GMT 29 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Saarbruecken (DDP/ADN) — 
German Finance Minister Theo Waigel has rejected 
calls for the joint European currency to be deferred. 
Speaking on Saarland Radio today, he warned against 
the consequences of making such a decision. In some 
countries it would immediately lead to a reduction in 
savings efforts. The failure of the Euro would even 
result in “devastating damage for the Germans,” Wa,gel 
stressed. There would be turbuience on the foreign 
exchange markets and an even strunger German Mark. 
This would have very negative repercussions on the 
German economy and exports. 


Waigel countered fears that the Euro would be a softer 
currency than the German Mark. Keeping the strict 
Stability criteria would be secured by sanctions evea 
after the introduction of the Euro. If necessary, an 
undisciplined participating country would be excluded 
from the Euro group again, he said. This was not 
provided for in the Maastricht Treaty, but was possible 
“in accordance with principles under international law.” 


Waigel said that even Germany would have to produce 
Savings next year in order to fulfill the stability criteria. 
He wanted to agree with the government aad the laender 
that even if the economy was weaker, the tax shortfall 
would not be balanced by increased deficits. This means, 
for example, “a moratorium for all; that means no new 
expenditure without savings elsewhere.” In addition, 
further privatization and a greater reduction of subsidies 
is necessary, he said. 


Waigel rejected the idea of having a referendum on 
abolishing the German Mark. This is not permissible 
according to the Basic Law. 


Eastern Economics Ministers View Changes 


AU2812162495 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 28 Dec 9S p 3 


[Report by Heinz Boschek: “Medium-Size Companies 
Shouldering Inheritance of Command Economy”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Berlin, 27 Dec — The economic 
changes in eastern Germany, which were started five 
years ago, have led to profound transformations in 
people, firms, and regions. HANDELSBLATT asked the 
economics ministers of the new laender to sum up the 
developments. 


Brandenburg Econotnics Minister Burkhard Dreher (So- 
cial Democratic Party of Germany, SPD) considers the 
preservation of the big industrial centers to be one of 
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the most important results of the structurai changes in 
his land. At the time of the GDR [German Democratic 
Republic], Brandenburg was characterized by mining 
and the energy and chemical industries. “Despite a dra- 
matic decline — both production and employment have 
dropped 50 percent — mining and the energy industry 
have contirued to play an important role. Half of the 
energy used in the new laender is produced in Branden- 
burg power plants. Before 1990, this share was around 
60 percent,” Dreher reports. 


Owing to a rising diversification of locations, the roles 
of individual industries cannot be compared with GDR 
times. In Dreher’s view, this has made Brandenburg’s 
economic structure more immune to crises. Medium- 
size companies, which hardly existed in the GDR, 
and small trade, which has partly taken on the role 
of supplier in Brandenburg, have become pillars of 
industry. 

In Thuringia, its Economics Minister Franz Schuster 
(Christian Democratic Union, CDU) says, the indus- 
trial landscape used to be characterized by mechanical 
and electrical engineering, electronics, precision engi- 
neering, the textile and ciothing industry, road vehi- 
cle construction, the food and tobacco processing in- 
dustries, office equipment production, data processing, 
mining, the glass and ceramics industry, and wood pro- 
cessing. Judging by the number of jobs provided and by 
Sales, the textile and clothing industry, office equipment 
and data processing, mining, and the glass and ceram- 
ics industries are no longer important in Thuringia. The 
formerly comparatively minor non-metallic mineral in- 
dustry, steel and light metal cons‘ruction, and the plas- 
tic production industries on the other hand, now rank 
among the top 10 industries in Thuringia. 


No Big Industries Left in Thuringia 


Schuster says that, according to the latest research 
done by his ministry, of the 1,400 industrial firms 
that employ more than 20 people only some 20 still 
employ more than 500. “There is hardly any big industry 
left in Thuringia — industry is almost exclusively 
characterized by medium-size companies.” 


The changes have had very different effects on the 
various regions in Thuringia, he said. In some of 
the GDR’'s important industrial locations, the relevant 
industries have been able to survive because parts of 
the original firms were sold to private firms in the 
same industry, together with enormous investment. As 
examples, Schuster mentions the Adam Opel AG in 
Eisenach and the Thueringen GmbH stee! works. 


In other locations, the facilities of the GDR firms 
were dismantled and the site restored and offered to 
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small and medium- size firms. In that way, the potash 
site of Sondershausen, for instance, has maintained its 
economic importance. 

The textile industry in Lausitz, engineering in the 
Chemnitz region, the chemical industry and coal in 
the Leipzig area, microelectronics in Dresden — the 
regional centers have not changed very much, Saxony 
Economics Minister Kajo Schommer says. Yet, there 
are regions where a complete structural change has been 


necessary, he admits. 


"A particularly successful example is the former steel 
site of Riesa. Supported by the Trust Agency, the 
Federal Government, the land, and the local authorities, 
the peopie of the former stee! and rolling mills started to 
tear down their works immediatcly after the big change, 
making room for new developments. There are 4,000 
people working in over 70 new companies already,” 
the minister reports. The average industrial company 
in Saxony today employs 99 people. “That means that 
Saxony’s industry is clearly determined by medium-size 
companies.” 


According to Economics Minister Harald Ringstorff 
(SPD), Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania has seen major 
structural changes: “Some 190,000 jobs were lost in the 
primary sector between 1989 and 1994, in the secondary 
sector it was 114,000, and in the tertiary sector some 
120,000. The resulting structural changes among the 
sectors have led to a lower share of employment in the 
primary sector and a rising share in the tertiary sector.” 


The land government has been able to preserve most 
of the old major industries of shipbuilding and the har- 
bor industries, agriculture and the food industries near 
the big cities. “Improved trade and transport infrastruc- 
tures have attracted new companies, such as the Val- 
luhn megapark near Zarrentin on the Berlin-Hamburg 
highway. Various firms liave located in Mecklenburg’s 
biggest industrial area, where they are operating logis- 
tical centers. New industrial plants can also be found 
between Rostock and Guestrow. A gas-generator works 
providing some 200 new jobs has located in Laage. The 
growing importance of this region is also enhanced by 
the Laage-Kronskamp airport, where the first jets with 
tourists on board took off recently,” Ringstorff reports. 


The clear winner of the structural changes in Saxony- 
Anhalt is the service industry, Economics Minister 
Klaus Schucht (SPD) says. 


Service Industries Are The Winners of Change 


Schucht expects that the producing industries, the chem- 
ical, construction, and food industries will see a strong 
growth over the next few years. He is convinced that 
major investment in the traditional chemical indcus- 
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try sites, such as Dow Chemucal’s in Buna and E!! 
Aquitaine’s in Leuna, or the location of a plate giass 
works by the U.S. Guardian Iadustnies Corporation in 
Wolfen-Thalheim will aitract medium-size suppliers. In 
order for an upswing to support itself, the share of indus 
trial employees would have to be raised from a current 
22 percent to some 30 percent. “This would mean that 
the economic structure moves closer to western German 
standards,” Schucht says. 


Bundesbank’s President Tietmeyer Discusses F Vit 


AU2912114095 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 28 Dec 95 p18 


{Interview with Bundesbank President Hans Tictmevyer 
by Helga Einecke; place and date not given: “Monetary 
Union Without France Would Mean Running the Risk 
of Dividing Europe” ] 


{[FBIS Translated Text) [Einecke}] Mr. Tictmeyer. 1s 
EMU on course following the Madnd summit’ 


[Tietmeyer] Several important issues were clarified at 
Madrid, because a number of points were cleared up 
First and foremost among them was the reaching of 
agreement on a name. In addition, | also consider 1 | 

be important that agreement was reached on a transition 
scenario based on the concept proposed by the European 
Monetary Institute. What that means first of all 1s that 
there wiil be a 1-year period for the development of 4 
European central bank. Second, there will be a 4-year 
transition period during which national currencies wil! 
retain their validity until the new banknok 
appear. Moreover, I also believe it to be important that 
the 1998 membership decisions will be based on actual! 
indicators for 1997 and not on forecasts. 


and ~OmS 


{Einecke] What is your opinion of the name Euro’ 


[Tietmeyer] Whether the name possesses a certain ap 

peal or satisfies literary demands is, of Course, som 

thing that is open to discussion. Nevertheless, 1 consider 
it to be a good name for three reasons. First, 1 can be 
written in the same way in all the member countries end 
pronounced in almost the same way. Second, it brings 
the currency’s European identity to the fore. Third, 1 
is relatively short. What is important to me is that the 
name ECU was not chosen. The ECU basket of curren- 
cies constantly declined in relation to the German mark 
in the past and the name fails to inspire the necessary 
degree of confidence. 

[Einecke] Do the decisions reached at Madrid in any 
way depart from the European Monetary Institute con- 
cept? 

[Tietmeyer] As far as I can tell, they do not. What is 
important for us is that the institute concept was chosen 
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and not the one contained in the European Commission 
Green Paper. The latter would have meant that for large 
sections of the population the common currency would 
exist alongside national currencies during the transition 
phase and that would have resulted in confusion rather 
than clarity. Legal clarity is also important. Ultimately, 
what we have found is a path granting the heterogeneous 
German banking structure clear-cut access to monetary 
policy instruments and to participation in the transfer 
system without certain groups being disadvantaged. 
That is a key point for us. 


[Einecke] Will the Bundesbank lobby for the new 
currency among the population like the government? 


[Tietmeyer} W: will lobby for a union based on 
stability. We will lobby for the creation of conditions 
for mcmetary union that will ensure that there is a 
stable common currency. The decison to go ahead with 
monetary union is a political decision that has been 
made and ratified by governments and parliaments. 


[Einecke] Can you imagine a monetary union without 
France? 


[Tietmeyer] I cannot. I cannot imagine a monetary union 
without France or without Germany. Monetary union 
without Germany is something that I cannot imagine, 
because the countries would presumably have little 
interest in such an association without the participation 
of what has hitherto been the anchor country within the 
EMS. A monetary union without France is something 
that is difficult to imagine, because France has been a 
core country in the European integration process until 
now. A monetary union whose only members would be 
Germany and a fewer country could very rapidly give 
rise to problematic divisive tendencies within Europe. 
{Einecke] Do you think that it would make sense to 
postpone monetary union to some date beyond 1999 if 
France is unable to satisfy the entry criteria? 


[Tietmeyer] We have to proceed from the assumption 
that France seriously wants to satisfy the requirements 
for participation and that it is capable of doing so. 
However, a decision about that will not be made until 
1998 and thus the question is one that is too divorced 
from reality until that point. 


[Einecke] You are a supporter of the stability pact that 
has been proposed by Finance Minister Theo Waigel 
and envisages sanctions for the failure to adhere to the 
criteria following admission. Do you think sanctions in 
the form of fines or depositing a share of GDP with the 
European central bank without interest makes sense? 


[Tietmeyer] Such a possibility already exists under 
Anicle 104 of the Maastricht Treaty, but only after 
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a very lengthy review process has been completed. 
Waigel’s proposal develops this idea and makes a 
concrete and efficient procedure out of it. The key thing 
is the deterrent effect of such sanctions. 


{Einecke] What sense is there in imposing such penalties 
on countries with high debt levels if the penalties have 
to be financed through more debt? 


[Tietmeyer] There are not other possibilities open to 
us in Europe. The Maastricht Treaty gives us a single 
monetary policy, but full national sovereignty remains 
in force for other areas. The stability pact is an attempt 
to place fiscal policy under a set of disciplinary rules, 
because it is an element of national policy that is 
particularly important for the successful attainment of 
stability. Sanctions are needed if the mules are to be 
effective. 


{Einecke] Does it make sense to link these penalties 
to a certain fixed part of GDP irrespective of whether 
a country is in the midst of recession or whether tls 
economy is booming? 


[Tietmeyer] The Maastricht Treaty deals with this to the 
extent that the budget deficits of member states should 
not exceed 3 percent in the long term. The 3 percent is 
a kind of upper limit. To achieve that during the course 
of the economic cycle, a level below the limit has to be 
maintained in the medium term. Waigel’s stability pact 
does not envisage anything different, that is to say, it 
provides for a 1 percent orientation point that permits 
an increase to 3 percent in the event of an economic 
downturn. 


{Einecke] However, a great many of th: candidates for 
monetary union are a long way off hiving such low 
budget deficits. 


[Tietmeyer] Public demands on savings actually consw- 
tute a basic problem regarding future growth. This is a 
phenomenon that can observed everywhere in Europe, 
ia almost all the industrialized states. We will create a 
long-term check on growth if public debt remains so 
high. There is a link between deficits and the level of 
debt in that a high level of debt means that a large part 
of budget receipts have to be used to service that debt. 
State activity is curbed as a result of the need to service 
increasingly new debts. 


[Einecke] How can one escape this vicious circle of 
public debt? 


[Tietmeyer] Fiscal policy must above all be oriented 
toward investment-related expenditure. In addition, it 
has to be flexible enough to respond to problems. This 
degree of flexibility can only be achieved if budget 
deficits are reduced where the demands are too clearly 
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too great. Only this kine’ of framework will enable 
budgets to recover room for maneuver with respect to 
growth and employment and give them grater freedom 
of action within the economic cycle. Unfortunately, we 
have to note that the strain on public finances is too 
great in most countries and that adjustments have to be 
made now. 


[Einecke] Alongside the ceilings on national debt and 
inflation and the bi...2ing into line of exchange rates, the 
independence of each individual is a further admission 
criterion for monetary union. What about this hurdle and 
who actually decides about that independence? 


[Tietmeyer] Clear progress has been made over the 
past few years. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that not 
all the central banks in Europe satisfy the Maastricht 
Treaty requirements. That is most apparent in England, 
where decisions about interest rate policy continue to 
remain in the hands of the government. The question 
of whether a central bank possesses independence will 
actually be decided on by the heads of states and heads 
of government in 1998, but appropriate reports will be 
presented by the European Monetary Institute and the 
2uropean Commission before that. 


(Einecke] The indenendence of the Bundesbank also 
has its critics. Former chancellor Helmut Schmidt has 
accused you of undermining monetary union for fear of 
losing some of your powers. 


[Tietmeyer] With all due respect to former chancellor 
Schmidt, I have to say that he isn’t right in this regard. 
The Bundesbank stands by *he treaty, which was and is 
a political decision. The Buxdesbank will do everything 
possible to satisfy the conditions for monetary union, 
which has to be a union whose hallmark is stability. 
If we draw attention to some of the requirements and 
discuss them critically, then tha’ is not because we want 
to undermine or torpedo the monetary union project. 
We see ourselves as acting to perform our legal duty 
of ensuring stability. Anyone who perceives that as 
being action directed against monetary union is either 
deliberately viewing our work in a falsz light or does 
not see the end goal being one of a monetary union 
characterized by stability. 


{Einecke] Does the European central bank really have 
to possess all the features of the Bundesbank? 


[Tietmeyer}] The Bundesbank and German monetary 
policy are undoubtedly among the most successful 
in the world. That is why it is both legitimate and 
necessary that our instruments and monetary policy 
strategy should serve as the point of departure for 
negotiations. Incidentally, this is something that our 
partners understand very well. However, they in part 
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have other traditions and different expesiences behind 
them. We are in the middle of a discussion and there 
are sull a few controversial points. 


(Einecac] What are they? 


[Tietmeyer! There are essentially three. First, there is 
the question of the basic concept. Should it be oriented 
toward the money supply or directly oriented toward 
a price target instead? The second is the question of 
minimum reserves, which is something thal does not 
Cxisi ‘© Certain countries. An increasing number of 
central banks are coming round to a favorable view 
of the money supply concept as well as of minimum 
reserves — incidentally, the latter is mentioned as an 
instrument in the treaty. The third concerns differences 
of opinion over the policy of rediscounting bills of 
exchange at preferential rates. This is an instrument that 
4 great many Countries do not possess. We are currently 
in the midst of an intense debate about this issuc. 


[Einecke}] Why is the Bundesbank insisting on minimum 
reserves, which is evidently something that is harmful 
for Germany as a financial center? 


[Tietmeyer}] I cannot accept your hypothesis that our 
policy harms Germany as a financial center. One has 
to view monetary policy and the results produced by 
it as a whole and then weight up the extent to which 
a possible partial disadvantage is compensated for by 
the overall effect of the policy. Our view is that 
hitherto our monetary policy has had a positive impact 
on Germany as a financial center, and the minimum 
reserves policy is an integral part of that. It significantly 
increases the efficiency of monetary policy, allowing 
those responsible for implementing monetary policy 
to operate in a steadier manner without having to 
concentrate on a few banking institutions. 


[Einecke] The banks view minimum reserves as a clear 
disadvantage for Germany as a financial center and are 
transferring repurchasing business to London. 


[Tietmeyer] That is the position of some large banks, 
but not of all banks. Having weighed up all the different 
viewpoints, we are of the opinion that minimum reserves 
are necessary. Whether this is something that should be 
implemented in the same form as has been the case 
until now is another question. The view that minimum 
reserves are necessary is increasingly gaining support 
within the European Monetary Institute. 

[Einecke} A further disadvantage that the banks com- 


plain about is the absence in Germany of government 
bonds maturing in periods of less than one year. 


[Tietmeyer] The advantage of the German financial 
system for the economy has been and remains its 
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must maintain a long- term perspective, even if that does 
not accord with the short-term interests of some market 


(Einecke] However, other European countries have 
short-term state bonds that will have to interest central 
banks with the starting up of the European central bank. 


should not move in a short-term direction at the present 
time, but do everything possible to maintain our long- 
term norms. 


[Einecke) The Bundesbank has set a course geared for 
growth with its latest moves on key interest rates. What 
do you want to achieve with that in 19967 
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[Tietmeyer] | think that in terms of monetary policy, 
the conditions for balanced and non-inflationary growth 
have been created. The question is whether that is also 
the case in other fields. Adjustments aimed at reducing 
the state's share of GDP and the budget deficit have 
been instituted with regard to financial and social policy. 
These steps must be intensified and maintained over 
a period of several years. Labor costs play another 
important role. Some moves toward greater flexibility 
and differentiation have been set in motion, but not 
enough has been done. The discussions that are currently 
underway should yield concrete solutions. Third, labor 
costs should be brought under control from the social 
policy angle. There should be a lowering of the effect 
social policy moves have on increasing labor costs in the 
medium and long terms. Fourth, alongside fiscal, social, 
and wage policy, a general capacity for innovation and 
a readiness to innovate are important for investors and 
for Germany as a business location. Monctary policy 
can only set a framework for what is possible in terms 


of stable growth. 


[Einecke] Will key interest rates be cut again in 1996” 
[Tietmeyer] That depends on how the moncy supply 
situation evolves and on the overall environment. We 
have relativeiy iow interest rates today, both historically 
and internationally, and to that extent, the current 
financial situation is very favorable for both investors 
and consumer confidence. Our long-term interest rates 
have even fallen to a record low. In the near future, 
we will conduct open market business within the 
appropriate margins. Whether the current limits are 
appropriate for the enure year is something that we will 
see in due course. 
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A very painful negotiation then started. The French pris- 


selves against two of them: a young soldier of /est In- 


Face in One of the Cadaver’s Guns 


Because of the color of his skin, the young soldier 
was beaten up several times. Convinced that he was a 
Muslim, the Serbs tried to extort a confession from him. 
As to the lieutenant he had to take off his clothes and 
was then forced to put on a Serb uniform. His jailers 
then forced him to kneel down outside the building, 
in the middie of the front line, in front of the Bosnian 
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Serbs plunged the face of the French lieutenant into the 
cadaver’s guts. 


: deased a couple of weeks laicr — since the negoti- 
ations had failed — Lieutencat Donraisin and his men 
remained sermyusly traumatized by this experience. They 
had to rest for several days before going back to the bat- 
ue field. Their story was kept secret. 


Why? Maybe because as Lieutenant Colonel Eric Rous- 
sel, “operation” commander of the French Fourth Ba’- 
talion, said at that time — and with concrete evidence 
— the Serbs who committed these excesses and who 
were clearly identified “were not uncontrolled elements 
and had been given orders to xct as they did.” 


Today these men are still around. Anu the French troops 
of the Implementation Force even negotiate locally 
with them on the implementation of the peace plan in 
Sarajevo. 

Similarly, while the story published by LE CANARD 
ENCHAINE on the two French pilots’ captivity in- 
volves the responsibility of General Ratko Miadic him- 
self, his destiny remains tightly linked to the implemen- 
tation of the peace plan. 


Millon Explains Government Silence 


LD2812205595 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 1900 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text) The bad weather is the main 
and almost the only problem being encountered by the 
soldiers in the Implementation Force [IFOR] during 
their deployment in Bosnia. 


On the Serb side General Miadic has invited his fellow 
citizens to show love, wisdom, and to work assiduously 
— the same Gen. Mladic who held two French pilots 
hostage. The Ministry of Defense confirmed yesterday 
that they had been mistreated during their period in 
capuvity. 

This evening we have learned that they were not the 
only ones — before them the blue helmets held by Gen. 
Miadic’s men were also mistreated. Here is a report by 
Francois Cornet: 


{Cornet} An image that scandalized France: Blue hel- 
mets giving themscives up to Serbs. That was last May 
in Sarajevo. More than 400 of them, of all nationalities, 
suffered the same fate. 


The following information has been kept secret until 
now: Some of these hostages, especially the Prench 
ones, were reportedly subjected to cruelty, torture, 
threats, and mock executions by Gen. Miadic’s men. 
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The Serbs reportedly particularly took it out on a French 
lieutenant, the head of a post at Vrbanja bridge, and 
a young soldier, originally from the Caribbean: They 
were convinced that he was a Muslim. Forced to wear 
Serb uniform, after having laid down their weapons, the 
Freach licuteaant was reportedly exposed, right in the 
middie of the front line, to the Sosnian sharpshociers, 
who luckily realized what was going on. 

The two pilots from the Mirage 2000 shot down on 30 
August over Bosnia, who were freed on 12 December, 
were not the only ones, we now know, to have been 
the victims of ill-treatment by those who were holding 
them. So why this silence?: 


ing) I think that the Ministry of Defense has always 
denounced the mistreatment, and that if the president of 
adopted an extremely clear position during the Vrbanja 
affair, that was because we did not want the French sol- 
diers to be mistreated, dishonored, and humiliated. [end 
recording] 
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[Cornet] Miadic’s jocular remarks during the release 
of the pilots on 12 December [video shows Mladic 
speaking to pilots being released), it is sull Miadic who 
lead the two pilots’ jailers, and the jailers of the blue 
helmets taken hostage. 


Paris Calls for Release of Chinese Dissident 


LD2812150295 Paris LCI Television in French 
1400 GMT 28 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The prison sentence handed to 
China's best-known dissident, Wei Jingsheng, has been 
confirmed by a court of appeal. One of the founding 
members of the Movemen' for Democracy will have 
to spend 14 years in prison for trying to topple the 
government, according to the Chinese judiciary. 


In a communique released by the Foreign Ministry, 
France has expressed its profound regret that the Chi- 
nese authorities did not take into account outraged re- 
actions from across the world. 


Paris has called for Wei Jingsheng’s release. 























LD2712161395 Madrid TVE Internacional Television 
in Spanish 0810 GMT 27 Dec 95 


[{Imerview with Spanish Foreign Minister Carios Wes- 
tendorp by correspondents Julio Cesar igiesias, Diego 
Carcedc, and Anionio San Jose, in the “Radio Onc 
Breakfast Time” program, in Madnd — live] 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt] (Igiesias] Welcome to Radio 
One Breakfast Time today, Wednesday, 27 December 
1995. Our guest is Foreign Minister Carlos Westendorp. 
Good morning. 


[Westendorp] Good morning. [passage omitted] 
{igiesias] Tomorrow, the prime minister will announce 
the date when clections will be called; so the two and 
a bit most shattering months of your life are ahead of 
you, aren't they’ 

(Westencorp}] Without any doubt. They are fascinating 
months. Elections are always a show of a democracy's 
vitality. We have fought a great deal for democracy, and 
I think it «© 4 particularly important period in a Country's 
life. [passage omitted] 

{Carcedo} And where are you going to begin? | imagine 
you will have to continue for the moment with the EU 
presidency till the end of the year, and then as a member 
of the community troika. But what are the things which 
most urgently concern you? 


[Westendorp] Well, the truth is that there is a very 
packed timetable, because the EU presidency has left 
a number of targets set and in place, which we have to 
Ccafry on aiming for and working toward. They are all 
the prospects which the agreements with Latin America 
laid open; the Mediterranean conference will bring up a 
lot more material; we must carry on working on it. We 
have to make efforts to be in the first division, as | have 
already said on some occasions, especially regarding 
economac and monetary union, and diplomacy without 
economics is something which does not work. | think 
both things have to go together. [passage omitted] 
[Carcedo} Is the matter of economic and monctary 
union, and being in the first division, perhaps the main 
aim for the coming years’ 


[Westendorp] Undoubtedly | think it is one of the 
fundamental aims, and rightfully so. Perhaps because 
(71 come) from the European standpoint, it might seem 
| am over-emphasizing this issue; but I think it is 
important; and it is important, especially, because our 
whole externe) dimension is marked by our belonging to 
Europe. If we were not in the EU, we would not count 
for as much in the world as we do today. We could 


not have developed our priorities: priorities in Latin 
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America, priorities in North Africa. That is obvious. We 
have to be in the EU, and we have to be happy, and im 
order to be happy. we have to possess some essential life 
processes, those which really make an economy healthy. 
and those ae a low dcficu and low inflation. 


[San Jcese] Torrorrow, Mr. Westendorp, you have a 
cabinet mecung brought forward to Thursday, don't 
you? 


[Westendorp] Yes, indeed. 


[San Jose] And there Felipe Gonzalez is going to inform 
you of the date of the gencral clections which, as 
you all know, and all Spaniards know, is Sunday, 3 


be, Dut anyway, the prime munister has repeatedly said 
he wants to make the date of parlamentary clections 
comcnde with the Andalusian ones. So there will be an 
official announcement of something you already know, 
won t there’ 


[Westendorp] Well, it is possible it will be, it has to be 
im a ... (pauses) it is up to the prime munister to decide. 
undoutedly. lt is a decision which also, according to 
Article 115 of the constitution, has to be communicated 
to a cabinet mecting, so it could be in tis coming 
mecting or it could be in the next onc. | don't yet know 
We will sce about that tomorrow. What is decided is 
that the Andalusian autonomous clections will be on 4 
March, and the prime minister has said tt scems logical 
and consisiem to him that they she dd coincide. Bul 


beyond that, there is nothing else so far. 


[San Jose] Very diplomatic, but are you in no doum, 
Mr. Westendorp, that the general clections will be on 4 
March’ Are you sure you are in no dou” 


[Westendorp] Well, it seems to me much more consis- 
temt and much more logical from every point of view 
Not to make them coincide when they can coimcide — 
to have them two weeks apart — seems a bit pointless, 
especially from the viewport of the lack of cconomy 
and the waste thal generates 


[San Jose] We are already into the last days of 1995. On 
Sunday, Spain's EU presidency will officially end. Italy 
will take up the baton. Following the Madnd summit, 
what will there be left to do as far as the presidency 
goes’ Can you say it is concluded, of [words indistinct] 
important outstanding” 


[Westendorp] At this stage... 
{ighesias interrupts} At this stage of the preadency’ 
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aspects of fcreign relations, 
perhaps one of the most evocative ones is the opening of 
markets ike Mercosur. What will remain to be done in 
these two and a bit months, because really the Spanish 
EU presidency is already over? Forcgn policy regarding 
Europe seems pretty well wrapped up; and could we 
perhaps be facing a new and good horizon with the 
agreements with Mercosur, which should perhaps be 
extended” 


[Westendorp] Of course. The agreement with Mercosur 
is an agreement between two regional zones, two 
regional groupings, and not just between one country 
and another or between the EU and one given country. 
Mercosur is a very promising region, with a real growth 
im its economy already which, if it sustains it, could 
become one of the most important areas of attraction for 
investment and trade flows. But it is not just Mercosur, 
since we have set in motion an agreement with Mexico, 
which as you know is linked to the United States and 
Canada by a free trade agreement — Mexico is a very 
important market for Europe in general and for Spain 
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is patticula, apan trem the fat uw very emportam 
historical lonks waste us. With Chale — Oinle ts 4 Country 
which is abo ocgotatng wh Mercosur, and whoch 
is Begotiaing a simile agreement wet) the BU. and 
we would also lke to compicte ths whole nc work of 
agrorments, which alrcady cust mm other wes, such aw 
the Andean Pact. with contre! America 


We would also like to compicte « wath Cuba. The EU 
has the aim of issung 4 mandate for eegotahon woth 
that country. and thal mandatc for aepotie on will he set 
if MOUON 2s sOOn as Positive developments are sotwoed 
on the island, in terms of both cconomnc end political 
reform. 


[Catcedo] As soon as powtive developments are seen” 
You mean, there will t< 90 pact wa! there ate polmcal 
changes’ 

[Westendorp] Without dow. It 1s a firm wish on the pat 
of the EU to help Cura. but obviously, Cuts also has to 
help itself, through those reforms whith ae essential 


[(Carcedo] We were saying Yetore that the elections will 
probably he on 3 March. So there we just over two 
months left before those clecthoms.. Are you wormed, im 
praciple, about being a munister for such a short tome, 
with so lite leeway to de coving m particular” 


[Westendorp] Well I have always sad the perod 
we now have abcad of ws is Setwoen now and the 
clections, which is a period of two of three months: 
and then anothe: period comes. wfuch im sormal terms 
of government is usually four yeas long. And who is 
going to be mm government a tha! tyme, and who ts gowng 
to Se foreign munister, depend: havically on a group 
called the Spanish people, and i ts up to the Spanish 
people to decide. 

[San Jose] But it seems. minister, thai mm foreign policy 
there ts quite a lot of agreement heiwoen the political 
forces, of at least there are not as Many dmaproements as 
in other aspects of national lite Last week, oor guest on 
this program was Javicr Rupere, responwhlc tor foreign 
policy in the Popular Party |PP|. He sat that, on general, 
if the Popular Party wins the next cleo vons, there will 
not be any great changes in terms of forepn policy, and 
that tt will be more soticeahic ia the deta! but pot im 
the general structure of our country’s foreign policy 


[Westendorp] Fortunately, there 1s very Mroad agreement 
between the political parties as reyards the preat toreygn 
pobey options in our country. Those comminies which 
do not have the fortune of having 4 comecnews are 
countries with a woaker foreign policy, Necause the 
disagreements ia the field of forciga poley are used 
as a Weapon to be thrown in internal politics: and that 
weakens the Country a lot in the international ephere. We 





report may contain copynghied matenal Copying and duweminalrs. 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners | 

















FBIS-WEU-95-250 
29 December 1995 


are fortunate that there exists a very major consensus 
in those great choices. There are undoubtedly some 
nuances, some differences in degree, as is logical. But 
basically, what is fundamental is that there is a very high 
level of consensus — especially between the Popular 
Party and the Socialist Party [PSOE], and also between 
the nationalists. There is less consensus, on some issues, 
as far as the United Left [IU] is concerned, although 
there is also broad agreement there. 


[San Jose] The other day, when taking up your post, you 
Said you want to put Spain in its proper place [words 
indistinct] words with one of your predecessors in the 
ministry, Fernando Mor: . [former foreign minister], 
with that book in which he pointed to a foreign policy 
for Spain. I would like to ask you what Spain's place is 
in the international order; and if it is not there now, is 
it because, in your view, Spain is out of place, or must 
it be placed differently? 


[Westendorp] I think, at the moment, Spain is in its 
proper place. I said so when I took up my post; and it 
was the title of one of the chapters in Fernando Moran's 
book. At that time, when Fernando Moran and when 
the socialist government gained power, we were aot 
where we should have been. Over the years we have 
put ourselves in that place; and metaphorically, I said we 
are playing in the first division; but in order to continue 
playing in the first division — you can go down from 
the first division — [pauses] so we must not be careless, 
and we must Carry on struggling to keep that place; and 
that place is no more and no less than a privileged place 
in the order of nations, in the world. It is a country which 
counts, which thanks to being in the EU its foreign 
policy, its foreign policy constants, are being carried 
out much better, in a much more appropriate way; and 
we have to maintain that situation, and we cannot drop 


our guard. [passage omitted] 


[Carcedo] Fishing continues to cause problems, and | 
imagine that you in the Foreign Ministry (?are stil! 
shattered). Now, for example, do you already have 
official confirmation that Canada — our ally in NATO, 
indeed — is proposing to cxtend its territorial waters 
beyond 200 miles? 


[Westendorp] Well, this is a subject which should be 
explained differently. During the unfortunate events of 
the past year, Canada displayed behavior which was 
not... 


[Carcedo interrupts] [Words indistinct] Halibut? 


[Westendorp] [Word indistinct] famous halibut, which 
is not in accordance with the behavior of a close 
ally, which Canada has to be. Well, this has now 
been corrected. We have had negotiations with Canada, 
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and within the North Auantc [Fisheries] Organization 
[NAFO}. We aill had to se ipseives itimits, Canad 
included, and the EU too: and, as far as possiole. we 


reached a Salisfactory distribution of quotas. Spain got 
the main part; I know that on the subject of quotas 
people always want to have more; Dut this is not the ume 


to increase fish quotas, but rather io cut them. That 1s 
how it is all over the world. Now. Canada has “id 
(?straddling) stccks, which are fish which | and 
there, and which go beyond the 200 mules. For that 
reason there was an agreement ia the United Naucns 
There is a [word indisunct} satistactory soluuion to th 
issue; and we know Caiada is interested in contunuinag 
to put this issue right. anc we are going to do so, | 
hope, within interna’iona iW. and Dy laiking People 
understand this ts how you have to conduct foreign 
policy. [passage omitted 


[San Jose] These past days, when if name was 
sull not decided on Carlos Westendorp as foreigr 
munister, yes or tf neve were mimons and hets 
for every taste, although they were tarly unanimous 
anyway — if Was wrilien 4 iso said that your 
relations with your predecessor, Javier Solana, were 
not exactly idyllic, that he did not propose vou 
successor, tha: you had differences. How much truth is 
there in all this’ 


(Westendorp) Well, absolutely none. None of that is the 
case. The fact is that 1 1s enough for people to talk a 
it in order for it to seem like a normal, usual thing 
I know for sure that when he spcke oc! the matter t 
the prime minister — and the prime minister may have 
asked him who his successor could Pe, Javier Solana 
gave my name among others, too, | can only suppose 
[sentence as heard] But I know 1 for sure, because he 
told me so, and anyway we worked together for three 
years on such important and burning issues as the EU 
and Spain's EU presidency; and 1i we had got on badly 
together, it would necessanly have gone badly. So there 
is no truth in that. [passage omitted! 


[San Jose] Do you often speak to Javier Solana these 


Gavs? 
[Westendorp] Yes 


[San Jose] Now that he has just arrived at the headquar- 
ters of the Atlantic alliance in Brussels’ 


[Westencorp] Yes. We spoke yesterday, in fact: and 
apart from wishing cach other a happy Christmas, we 
agreed to discuss especially the peace process — thal 
effort which we Europeans all have to make, together 
with our allies, the Americans, to consolidate peace in 
former Yugoslavia, which 1s a very important effort that 
NATO is making on the UN mandate. | would like to 
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stress that because it has been said that — and this is 
one of the things that makes me sad, and one of the 
breaches of the cumsensus to which I referred before 
— [pauses] when Mr. Anguita [leader of IU] said in 
parliament recently that he no longer supports the peace 
missions because they have changed hats: they have 
gone from the UN cap to the NATO cap, even though 
it is the UN itself which considered that in this phase, 
if we really want to be operative in peacekeeping, a 
se alliance has to do 


{iglesias} Has Mr. Solana’s tone of voice changed at 
all in these past few days? Sorry, but relations between 
you, you see, have changed drastically. | mean, you 
are suddenly calling him ou the telephone as NATO 
secretary general. He was your superior until a quarter 
of an hour ago [as heard], Mr. Westendorp. 


[Westendorp] No, no, no. The fact is that it is a very 
important role. 


{Iglesias} Did you perceive any threatening tone in his 
words? Did he propose any change in Spain's status? 


[Westendorp] Not at all. Not at all, no. We simply 
discussed this important mission NATO is now carrying 
out, and said we would get in touch as soon as he... 
[pauses] he is going to come to Spain frequently, and 
we will be in close contact. He is no longer simply 
a Spaniard. Now he is secretary general of a very 
important organization; and he will therefore have to 
see to the interests of other countries. 


{iglesias} You probably spoke to Solana about two 
particularly outstanding international political events: 
the victory of the communists in Russia and the triumph 
of the Islamists in Turkey, did you not? 


[Westendorp] No, we did not manage to speak about 
these two subjects. But they are indeed two particularly 
outstanding questions. As for Russia, the important 
thing is that the elections went ahead quite normally, and 
that the situation is not a situation which should worry 
the international community, or Europe in particular. 
Europe cannot be indifferent to anything that happens 
in Russia; and one of the main aims of European foreign 
policy is to have very close relations with Russia, 
whatever democratic regime is in power in that country. 


And another very similar thing is the case in Turkey. 
The great countries on Europe's border are basically 
Russia, Turkey, and Ukraine, and we cannot be indif- 
ferent to anything that happens in those great countries. 
We have very closely followed Turkey's development, 
its progress toward respecting human rights — it has 
made major steps in that direction. Thanks to those steps 
it has been possible to approve the customs union with 
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that country, as a token of Europe's willingness to have 
very close relations with Turkey. And, of course, we 
have followed these elections with the utmost interest, 
elections in which, I repeat, the important thing is that 
they went ahead quite normally. And there have been 
results which allow the formation of a government — 
which certainly is not going to be easy, because the two 
parties, let us say — not the one which won by a small 
amount, namely the so-called Islamists, Islamists who 
are, of course, much more moderate and democratic, at 
least so far, than what they may be elsewhere — do 
not have enough votes to govern in a minority. There- 
fore, the most likely thing is a coalition of parties. It 
will not be easy for that coalition to occur, because the, 
let us say, secular parties... [pauses] two right-wing par- 
ties, that of Mrs. Ciller and another party, which have 
always got along badly. But we hope that, let us say, 
what prevails is the modernization of Turkey. Turkey is 
a key country in the region, and everything that happens 
in that country has to be very close to us. 


[Carcedo] Really, Mr. Westendorp, we are surrounded 
by problems. Of course, in Ukraine there are nuclear 
weapons, not always under very, very tight control, it 
seems. In Russia, the victory of the communists, and 
Yeltsin's health is worrying. In Greece, [words indis- 
tinct}, but in Greece there is Papandreou's succession. 
In Turkey, the victory of the Islamists; Egypt, Algeria, 
fundamentalist violence; what are the problems, really, 
which worry you because they are the most urgent? 


[Westendorp] All the ones you have referred to, except 
the “sreek one — because the p’oblem of Greece is a 
problem of the health of Prime Minister Papandreou — 
these problems, from the political point of view, always 
end up being resolved. Greece is a perfectly stabilized 
country, and I don’t think problems will come from 
there. No, the problems lie in Europe's surroundings. 
Europe is a haven, a haven of peace and prosperity, 
but one whose peace and prosperity are constantly put 
to the test by what happens in its surroundings, in its 
back yard so to speak, which is both to the east — 
Russia, Ukraine, Turkey — and to the south, that is in 
north Africa. That is why the EU's fundamental priority 
in foreign policy is to stabilize its borders. That is the 
reason for the Mediterranean conference, which aimed 
tc stabilize the south; and that is also the reason for 
its policy of bringing itself closer to Turkey, Ukraine, 
and Russia, as well as the policy of eastward expansion 
in order to definitively stabilize that whole part of the 
continent. 


[Carcedo] And within that, there arc two special prob- 
lems: illegal immigration to Europe, and another one 
which in these past few days has been a controversial 
one, between the ombudsman, the ombudsman’s office, 
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and the Ministries of Justice and the Interior, namely the 
attention Spain is paying to requests for asylum made 
by foreigners [word indistinct] at first sight persecuted 
for political reasons. Do you also have any control over 
these requests for asylum in any way? 


[Westendorp] Undoubtedly. This is one of the pressures 
to which European life has been exposed lately, specifi- 
cally because we are that haven of peace and prosperity 
in the world, and because we have very close to us 
civilizations which do not have the good fortune of be- 
ing as prosperous and stable as we are, and which we 
have right next to us. For example, we have the south 
15 kilometers away from us. When there is an enor- 
mous disparity between income levels, as is currently 
the case between the north and the south, it is logical 
that such tensions, such very strong migratory pressures 
on Europe should occur. But they are migratory pres- 
sures which we cannot resolve in an isolated way in 
one single country. Spain cannot attend to all of this 
alone. We have to do so in a coordinated way all over 
the EU. It follows that a common immigration policy 
is absolutely fundamental, as well as a common asy- 
lum policy. Otherwise, what could occur would be that 
the most permissive country within the EU would be a 
colander — everyone would get in through it — and 
then we wouid all find ourselves in trouble. We have to 
harmonize asylum policy and immigration policy. 


[San Jose] You often talk about the first division as a 
metaphor, when we refer to Spain’s immediate future 
in Europe. After the Madrid summit, where progress 
was made regarding economic and monetary union, 
where precise deadlines were established, do we not 
run the risk, Mr. Westendorp, of opening up a certain 
economic abyss in Europe, and that in the end, after 
many years, there will be a rich Europe and a poor 
Europe which cannot fit into the convergence criteria 
dictated by Maastricht? 


[Westendorp] Well, that is a problem, a problem 
which... 


[San Jose, interrupting] A very serious one, in my view. 


[Westendorp] Very serious. Very serious, and one which 
requires what I think is crucial, namely a policy of 
cooperation for really effective development shared by 
everyone. Obviously, Spain cannot conduct a policy of 
development alone; if it tried, it would be doomed to 
failure because it would be a drop in the ocean. The 
policy of development is not just a moral obligation held 
by ali the most developed peoples on the planet, but it 
also has an effect on our own survival as a region, let 
us say, Capable of generating wealth all over the planet. 
And that is where we should be concentrating our great 
effort: not just on stabilizing our borders, which is, let us 
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say, where the immediate risk lies. But there is a longer- 
term risk, that these enormous disparities should occur, 
which apart from being unjust can even be destabilizing. 
I therefore believe that the policy of cooperation for 
development must be a priority for all the governments 
of developed countries. 


[San Jose] But let us suppose the date established at 
the Madrid summit arrives, when the single currency 
comes into effect, and there are countries which do not 
fulfill those criteria, and which cannot join. What will 
happen then? Because, of course, the single currency 
has potentiality if it can take root in all the countries 
of the EU, not if there are countries where it can and 
others which do not yet reach those levels which were 
set out here at this latest summit of heads of state and 
government. 


[Westendorp] Well, that was catered for in the Maas- 
tricht treaty, that there would be some currencies, and 
therefore some countries, which could remain in waiting 
— some because they do not want to join for the mo- 
ment, or because they prefer to think about it, as in the 
case of the United Kingdom and Denmark, which have 
the opportunity to say no at the final moment even if 
they fulfill the conditions — and then there are a group 
of us other countries which have always wanted to be 
in it, and who need to fulfill those convergence criteria. 
You cannot have a single currency if those conditions 
are different, because it would be a disaster for every- 
one. But that is catered for. What has to be done, and 
has still not been completed, is to establish relations 
between those inside and those outside, specifically so 
that the operation should not be one of division but one 
of union. There are mechanisms for sustaining the ex- 
change rate of the currencies remaining outside which 
have to be set in motion and which will work so long 
as the countries remaining outside continue to make ef- 
forts to converge; because, of course, if what they do 
is to conduct a totally contrary policy, in that case they 
themselves would put themselves out of the running for 
passing to the third phase of monetary union. There- 
fore, this is a task incumbent upon Europeans in the 
coming months — to fix relations between those inside 
and those outside. 


(Iglesias) It is 0941 and our guest here is the new foreign 
minister, Carlos Westendorp. I propose to talk to you for 
a few minutes about a painful question — terrorism — 
and about Franco- Spanish cooperation on the matter. 
The question is whether France is doing everything it 
can, and if it isn’t, what should it be doing (?that it 
isn’t)? 


[Westendorp] Well, first, I should say that I have not 
been involved in this matter, but in all the bilateral 
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summits and meetings with France which we have 
had for many years, I have noticed all along how 
that cooperation has gradually been improving until 
it has reached the current, highly satisfactory levels. 
Relations between the two governments is very good, 
and I therefore believe this is a fundamental chapter in 
our fight against that scourge which we have — not 
only in Spanish society but also in many other societies 
—— which is terrorism and the rule of irrationality and 
barbarity over the rule of compromise, dialogue, and 
peace, which is what must really reign over relations of 
coexistence between civilized people. 


Well, we have to carry on working in that direction. 
Relations with France are paramount, and they are one 
of the priorities of our foreign policy; and we are going 
to Carry on in that same direction. 


{Iglesias} Mr. Westendorp, I ask you this, among other 
reasons, because it seems the terrorists are still choosing 
France, as it used to be said, as a sanctuary, and now as a 
land of asylum — albeit in virtual terms, because France 
does not lend support at least in official terms. The 
example was recently given of the presence in France 
of (Jose Luis] Urrusolo Sistiaga, member of Basque 
Fatherland and Liberty [ETA]. What is the explanation 
for this — I suppose, apparent — impunity of members 
of ETA in France? 


[Westendorp] I imagine it must lie especially in the 
difficulty in finding them, and not in any lack of 
willingness on the part of the French authorities, and 
I know for sure that full willingness exists. It is simply 
due to the particular difficulties presented by those 
who take refuge in any country, whether in France or 
in Spain, too, and I imagine they take refuge in this 
country. I do not see there is any lack of cooperation 
there; but undoubtedly, we are going to continue in very 
close contact with France in order that that cooperation, 
which is already very satisfactory, can bear all its fruit. 
[passage omitted] 


(Carcedo} A conflict which is, well, taking the road 
definitively toward a solution is the Middle East conflict, 
despite that tragic event — the assassination of Rabin. 
We are on the eve of negotiations or direct conversations 
between the Syrians and Israelis. 


[Westendorp] Yes. 


[Carcedo}] Are you following that possibility? Can 
Spain in some way — through the community troika, 
or somehow or other — bring something to those 
negotiations? 


[Westendorp] Well, you see, that is one of those histor- 
ical problems dating back to ancient times, unresolved, 
and whose solution is somehow associated with Spain. 
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The conference in Madrid, where this process of dia- 
logue on the Middle East began, has gradually borne 
fruit... 


(Carcedo, interrupting] Because the Madrid conference 
is still having its effects, is it not? 


{Westendorp} Undoubtedly, yes. The whole Middle 
East conflict is still ongoing, but there has been a 
clearly positive development, namely the understanding 
between the Palestinian Authority and Israel. There 
will be elections in early January in the Palestinian 
territories, democratic elections, the first ones; and this 
is already, really, a very important landmark in the 
solution of this conflict. There is still another part 
of it left; there is still another part left, namely the 
Syrian-Israeli part, which also involves Lebanon — 
well, Israel’s occupation of the Golan Heights and, 
let us say, the demilitarization of that area. Well, 
these conversations are the ones that have taken place 
sporadically, not in an open way, between the Syrians 
and the Israelis over the past few months, which the 
Barcelona process... [pauses] there in Barcelona I know 
for sure that Minister Solana made great efforts to shape 
a communique, a joint declaration that could satisfy both 
sides; and it seems this process is bearing good fruit. I 
earnestly hope the solution to this last problem in the 
Middle East can reach the end of the tunnel, because we 
can really say that the world will have achieved peace in 


an area that is very important and very close to Europe. 


[San Jose] To go back to Europe, Mr. Westendorp, 
one of the main missions of the Italian presidency 
from 1 January is to coordinate the work of the 
intergovernmental conference, which will meet in Turin 
to review the Maastricht Treaty. A first assessment will 
be made there of how that treaty is going and what the 
corrective elements are which will have to be introduced 
in order for that project to reach its destination. You 
are going to be part of the Spanish delegation, surely, 
because each country’s delegation will be headed by 
its foreign minister, according to what was agreed in 
Madrid? 


[Westendorp] Exactly, yes. It is at the level of foreign 
ministers; but it will be their representatives who 
are responsible for the day-to-day running of those 
extremely important negotiations. It will begin on 29 
March in Turin. It has yet to be seen and said what the 
level will be. Of course, we foreign ministers will be 
there in Turin. What has yet to be seen is whether or 
not heads of state and government will also be there. I 
hope so, in order to give it an opening, a solemnity to 
that opening. 


[San Jose] Is there no agreement on that representation? 





This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














FBIS-WEU-95-250 
29 December 1995 


[Westendorp] Not yet, but the issues still have to mature. 
I am confident that they are going in that direction. In 
any case, it will begin on 29 March; that is what counts. 
Well, it is a very important reform for many reasons, 
but for three reasons especially: first, because we have 
to prepare Europe for the great expansion, an expansion 
that is no longer an expansion like the previous ones, 
with countries which belonged in the same sphere. They 
are countries that were on the other side of the Iron 
Curtain during the badly-named Soviet Pact and which 
have had 40-someth.ng years of economic inefficiency 
and lack of political freedom. It is very difficult for 
them to come up to date. But we have to help them. 
We have a moral duty to help them. In order for double 
the number of countries to join the EU, we have to put 
things in order within the EU; and that is, let us say, 
the great operation we have to carry out. 


Apart from that there are two things, two elemenis. 
One of them is the possibility of having a common 
policy on justice, issues of justice, and the interior: drugs 
trafficking, the fight against the drugs trade, immigration 
policy, about which we spoke before; because this is 
the outstanding (?subject) in the EU. We also have 
to equip ourselves with a presence appropriate to the 
weight Europe has in the international sphere, in the 
economic field. We must also have it in the political 
field. We therefore lack a real foreign policy. | think 
these, let us say, three great questions are those that 
will mark the 1996 conference. 


{San Jose] We also lack an agreement on even internal 
European policy, because France has just asked for 
a moratorium, a new six- month moratorium, for the 
application of the Schengen treaty, which allows the free 
movement of persons within the EU. It seems there are 
still countries that want to maintain control mechanisms. 
Do we have to become more mature and, above all, 
solve the problem? 


[Westendorp] Indeed, Schengen is being applied by 
all the countries who make up the Schengen group, 
except in some aspects France. It is not being applied 
in France because it has requested a safeguard clause 
that is catered for in the agreement itself, because it 
is there that pressing problems exist — terrorism, for 
example, or other types of crime — and so that they can 
maintain controls. France has requested, asked for this 
moratorium. And we know it has been granted precisely 
because of the problems it is having within its own 
territory, and because of the — above all psychological 
— need to persuade its population that Schengen is 
the best way of fighting all that, among other reasons, 
because the terrorist movements that France has had 
came from inside, not from outside. 
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{Iglesias} Mr. Westendorp, when this program is over, 
are you off to the Palace of Santa Cruz [Foreign 
Ministry}? 

[Westendorp] Yes. 

[Iglesias] You are not off to Barajas Airport? Because 
you have two possible destinations: the Palace of Santa 
Cruz or Barajas Airport. 

[Westendorp] Barajas Airport after the holidays! 


[Iglesias] Okay! Well, if you are going to the Palace 
of Santa Cruz, you will undoubtedly concern yourself 
with the deployment of the Aragon tactical group. You 
have those soldiers in southwest Herzegovina. They start 
being deployed today. What prospects are there for the 
Spanish presence, for the Spanish military presence? | 
am talking 2ooult numerical presence and also about 
qualitative presence. Will Spain continue to play its 
current role? Will we have to send more soldiers? 


[Westendorp] Well, I think all of us — all the European 
countries, as well as the Americans — have to make an 
extra effort. As you know, the number of men planned is 
60,000, of which Europe will implement the main part. 
The United States will provide some 20,000. Within 
Europe, we have been presented with a task that is 
important, and praised by our partners. We also have to 
make an extra effort. | am in touch with my colleague 
the defense minister to see how we can increase this 
number of troops, which in principle can be increased 
— not by an amount which is, let us say, numerically 
significant, but which is significant from the point of 
view of the quality to which you referred. There will 
therefore have to be some increase. 


[Iglesias] What is the degree of solidity of the Day- 
ton accords, as regards their efficiency in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina? 


[Westendorp] Well, the agreements are what they are: 
They are agreements reached between the parties with- 
out any of them showing themselves as particularly 
happy. In any agreement, if we want it to be a stable 
agreement, nobody must be either very happy or very 
sad. I therefore believe that if we use that as a basis 
— the fact that nobody is either very satisfied or very 
unhappy — they can be lasting accords. However, let 
us not think that letters written, agreements, and signa- 
tures are enough on their own to guarantee peace. Many 
more things are needed: Willingness is needed. Know- 
ing a project evoking life together exists, as [words in- 
distinct] define what is a nationality, a nation. For that 
purpose, the former republics of Yugoslavia have to see 
that a determination exists, first of all on the part of 
the international community, to safeguard peace: That 
willingness exists. Second, to cooperate decisively in 
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the process of rebuilding that devastated territory: That 
willingness also exists. On that basis, we have to do ev- 
erything possible so that that region of the world, which 
has always been a region of conflict in Europe, stops be- 
ing one in the not-too-distant future. 


[Carcedo] We are doomed to be left without the few 
pesetas we have left in three years’ time or so. Will we 
have to go to the bank one day, bring the pesetas, and 
exchange them for Euros? How is all this going to be 
done, because in the end it is difficult for each country 
to :uddenly make these changes — the current accounts 
— ind for all of us to start thinking in Euros: How much 
is this kilo of sugar worth? It is worth so-and-so many 
curos, instead of.... 


[Westendorp, interrupting) Yes, yes. 


[Carcedo] Mental arithmetic. How is that whole process 
going to be done? Do you already have some idea of 
how it is going to be put together? 


[Westendorp] Well, the European monetary institute and 
the monetary sages of the EU, together with economy 
and finance ministers, have drawn up what is called 
a scenario for the progressive application of the single 
currency, which is basically made up of different phases. 
The most important one is the central one, which is a 
three-year phase before the single currency circulates 


fully and in a completely uniform way throughout all 
the countries. 


[Carcedo] Are they already designing what the bank 
notes will be like? Are there little designs there? 
(Westeadorp}] A number of experts have been made 
responsible for making bank notes and coins, which will 
be single currency coins and bank notes; and the only, 
let us say, element — there are several of them, of 
course — is that they have to be the same everywhere, 
legible. In order for them to be legible in all languages, 
they must have the smallest possible number of letters. 
In other words, there will simply be numbers. The oniy, 
let us say, anecdote is that in Madrid, in the European 
Council, the Greeks... 
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[Carcedo, San Jose, and Iglesias} Of course! The 
Greeks! 


[Westendorp].... highlighted the problem that it has to 
be written in the Greek alphabet too. 


{Carcedo] That seems only natural, does it not? 


[Westendorp] It is the origin of Europe, besides, the 
name is Greek. Well, that is an aspect we will have to 
study technically; but in the end, I do not think it will 
be an insoluble problem. [passage omitted] 


[San Jose] Do you, like your predecessor and now 
NATO Secretary General Javier Solana, support Spain's 
joining the military structure of the alliance? 


[Westendorp] Well, let us see. I think this is a question 
that is not facing us at the moment. It is not facing 
us because nobody is posing it to us directly. Spain is 
cooperating in the Atlantic alliance in a satisfactory way, 
and those changes are changes which, if some time they 
have to come about, will be made, shall we say, with 
the greatest possible consensus. 


[San Jose] But what is your opinion as foreign minister? 


[Westendorp] Well, my opinion is that the situation of 
NATO when there were debates in this country and of 
the current NATO has changed. Previously, NATO was, 
shall we say, the agent of containment in the East-West 
confrontation. That is no longer the case. Now NATO 
is something else: NATO is the military organization 
par excellence defending Europe against any type of 
scenario of instability that may occur in Europe. The 
original situation has therefore changed. In any case, it 
has not yet changed in an absolutely radical way, and so 
I think we legitimately have the time necessary to think 
about what is most favorable for our country within that 
NATO structure. For the moment, I do not think it is 
an urgent question, and we are not going to approach it 
urgently. It is not a priority. [passage omitted] 
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Agreement for Purchase of Greek Arms Signed 


NC2812140295 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS 

in Greek 28 Dec 95 p 20 
[Report by Makarios Dhrousiotis] 

{(FBIS Translated Text] Yesterday Defense Minister 
Konstandinos Iliadhis and Finance Minister Khristod- 
houlos Khristodhoulou signed an agreement with the 
Greek Arms Industry concerning the sale of a “small- 
arms package” to Cyprus. The Greek Arms Industry an- 
nounced the signing of the agreement, which refers to a 
number of G3 automatic weapons. These weapons will 
be sold to Cyprus for $900 each. 


The conclusion of the agreement is conditional on the 
House Defense Committee's approval, which is ex- 
pected to be positive. The preference for Greek arms 
is obvious and falls within our defense budget. Despite 
the predisposition toward Greek arms for obvious rea- 
sons, there are still objections, mainly concerning the 
prices. 

A deal is already in progress for supplying the National 
Guard with many million Cyprus pounds worth of 
ammunition; 45 percent of this money will go to 
the Greek company PIRKAL. A problem arose in 
the Defense Ministry when an evaluation committee 
rejected a certain type of ammunition made by PIRKAL 
because that kind is not produced in Greece. The issue 
is still pending. 

The next big purchase from Greece concerns trucks and 
is worth 8.6 million pounds. The purchase is expected to 
be approved despite the fact that a European company 
submitted a bid for supplying the same vehicles for 2.5 


Israeli Pipeline Plan Political ‘Nightmare’ 
NC2812141895 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 
28 Dec 95 pl 


[Report by John White] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Israel, unwilling to be depen- 
dent on Arab countries for its gas supplies, is con- 
sidering a plan to run a pipeline from Central Asia 
through Turkey and Turkish-occupied northern Cyprus, 
according to the MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC SUR- 
VEY [MEES]}. 

The weekly newsletter, which is published in Nicosia, 
gave no details of the pipeline project, which does not 
appear to have been developed yet. 
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But MEES noted in its latest issue that such a project 
“would have to be deemed financially prohibitive and 
politically a nightmare”. 


Apart from the cost of building a pipeline from Central 
Asia and under the Mediterranean, which could run into 
billions of dollars, running it through northern Cyprus 
would certain'y trigger political trouble in the eastern 
Mediterranean. 


Apart from anything else, the government of Cyprus 
would deem any agreement with the Turkish-occupied 
sector to be tantamount to political recognition of the 
‘republic’ proclaimed there in 1983, and would oppose 
any project that would provide revenue for the Turkish 
Cypriots. 


Israel is finalising negotiations to get gas by pipeline 
from Egypt, its peace partner since 1979, and expects 
to start receiving liquefied natural gas (LNG) by tanker 
from the southern Persian Gulf state of Qatar, through 
the US company Enron, once a comprehensive peace 
settlement with the Arabs has been achieved. But Israel, 
always conscious of its strategic security, wants to find 
a third source of supply. It can only receive gas by 
land pipeline from Arab countries, which points to the 
possibility of an underwater pipeline from Turkey, with 
which Israel is rapidly developing close relations. 


The Israelis have asked Enron to ensure supplies from 
other sources in case those from Arab states are dis- 
rupted, MEES noted. It is not known what has devel- 
oped in that regard. 


But Israel has taken the decision to convert its power 
generating stations, currently coal-burning, to gas. 


The Israeli Electricity Authority will be the major 
consumer, taking around 60-70 per cent of the estimated 
600-700 million cubic feet of gas a day Israel will be 
using by the year 2005. Private industry is expected to 
use the remainder. 


{In a related report, Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS 
AGENCY, CNA, in English at 1257 GMT on 28 
December adds the following: “Israel has no official 
information about an ambitious project to pipe gas 
from Central Asia through the Turkish-occupied part of 
Cyprus to Israel, a spokesman for the Israeli Embassy 
in Cyprus told CNA today. 


{"But the spokesman indicated, indirectly albeit clearly, 
that such a project might be on the cards."] 





This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 








18 GREECE 


PASOK Executive Bureau Concludes Meeting 


NC2912104195 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 0500 GMT 29 Dec 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] No one shoulc discuss succes- 
sion while Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou is fight- 
ing for his life. This was the message in PASOK [Pan- 
hellenic Socialist Movement] Execuiive Bureau mem- 
bers’ positions expressed curing a meeting that con- 
cluded late last night. The members also emphasized 
that they would only discuss developments with him if 
the prime minister's health improves. During the Exec- 
utive Bureau meeting members decided to: 


1. Hold an Executive Bureau meeting on 3 January. 


2. Hold a joint meeting of the Central Committee and the 
Parliamentary Group on 20 January to discuss political 
developments. 


3. p> toe possibly today, between an Executive 
Bureau delegation, comprising Skandhalidhis, Soulad- 
hakis, Katsimpardhis, and Tzoumakas, and Health Min- 
ister Dhimitrios Kremastinos to enable Kremastinos to 
clarify statements that he is the target of threats. 


Briefed by Health Minister 


NC2912133295 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1200 GMT 29 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] A PASOK [Panheilenic Social- 
ist Movement] Executive Bureau delegation today met 
Health Minister Dhimitrios Kremastinos, ne prime min- 
ister’s personal physician, at the Onasion Heart Surgery 
Center. 


Afterward Central Committee Secretary General Kon- 
standinos Skandhalidhis said the Executive Bureau 
is now better informed about Andreas Papandreou's 
health, which will enable it to better plan according 
to developments. Skandhalidhis also stressed that while 
Papandreou remains in the intensive care unit, succes- 
sion is not an issue, because something like this could 
affect the party and the more general political scene. 

Apart from Skandhalidhis, the Executive Bureau del- 


egation consisted of Souladhakis, Katsimpardhis, and 
Tzoumakas. 


Kremastinos informed Chamber of Deputies President 
Apostolos Kaklamanis, who also visited the Onasion, 
about the prime minister's health. 


Media Minister States Succession Not Issue 
NC2712171695 Athens ET-1 Television Network 
in Greek 1600 GMT 27 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Press and Mass Media Minister 
Tilemakhos Khitiris said the prime minister's succession 
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is not an issue. During Andreas Papandreou’s recovery, 
he will be replaced. 


[Begin Khitiris recording} In recent days, there has been 
a certain improvement in the prime minister's health, 
according to the medical bulletins and in the general 
view. This enabled the prime minister to have some very 
short talks — conversations, if you like — with some 
of his associates and with his wife. The government 
insists — and I have repeated this many times — thal 
we remain faithful to the Constitution and the laws, and 
we cannot deviate from the laws. As you know, the 
prime minister's health may have improved but he is 
not yet completely well, as we all hope. Consequently, 
the prime minister is being replaced, according to the 
Constitution and the laws, by [Interior Minister and 
acting Prime Minister] Mr. Tsokhatzopoulos. 


I do not understand what disturbs everyone so much 
nor do I understand the sometimes insulting tones being 
heard. What is the reason’? Does Papandreou's physical 
presence disturb people so much? [end recording] 


Possible Successor Arsenis’ Policies 
96P20187 


[FBIS Media Note] Following the “mitial shock” of 
Prime Minister Andreas Papandrcou's illness, it appears 
that the Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK) is 
learning it can live without him, commented an article 
in the 17 December Athens daily | KATHIMERINI 
While it is commonly accepted no one could emulate 
his role, the party has begun to distance itself from 
the prime minister, perhaps out of an instinct of “self- 
preservation.” Thus the policy that is sought would seem 
to be a continuation of “Papandreism,” but would in 
reality be a “new era” policy, the article contended. 


It is likely that only two basic “heirs-apparent,” for- 
mer Minister of Industry Kostas Simitis and National 
Defense Minister Yerasimos Arsenis, will fight for the 
succession, the article continued. While Simitis threw 
his hat in the ring sometime ago, Arsenis only re- 
cently stated his objectives. As prime minister, Arsenis 
said he would move quickly and decisively in appoint- 
ing the new government, which would create the “wn- 
mistakable” impression that al! of PASOK’'s able and 
productive officials are being used, regardless of how 
they voted in the succession. Arsenis would do so to 
avoid a break in the central commitice and the par- 
liamentary group. On the other hand, the article com- 
mented, Simitis “naturally” made a number of “sta- 
ble and permanent” enemies because of his early “de- 
Papandreization.” Should he be elected, Arsenis plans 
to retain his ministry, which he sees as closely linked 
to foreign policy in a present fraugitt with dangers from 
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abroad. As prime minister, he believes he would be able 
to coonerate with his main rival, and also with Minister 
of Interior and Decentralization Akis Tsokhaizopoulos. 


In the economic field, Arsenis thinks that Minister 
of Finance Alekos Papadhopoulos and Minister of 
National Economy Yiannos Papandoniou have achieved 
“impressive” economic improvements on the way to 
European Union (EU) convergence—a goal he would 
“relentlessly” pursue—and would retain them in a 
new government. Arsenis also believes that Greece's 
developmental policy should focvs on planned large- 
scale public works and the efficient use of Delors 
Il funds, a course that w..] bring great changes in 
Greek society. At the same time, Arsenis would allow 
greater independence to cities such as Salonica, Kavala, 
loannina, and others, which would become centers 
of important activies and decisions. However, this 
developmental policy could not be implemented under 
the present administration, which Arsenis believes to 
be “inefficient” and “unproductive,” albeit subject to 
gradual improvement because of the ongoing limitation 
of the government's role, the greater reliance on private 
initiative, the growing independence of professioaals, 
and economic decentralization. 


In foreign policy, the article continued, it is said that 
Arsenis is “the Americans’ man.” While he denics this 
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and the U.S. Embassy insists Washington has no pref- 
erences, Arsenis does know Americans well and main- 
tains links with the Democratic Party, the Congress, the 
Pentagon, the State Department, and academic insutu- 
tions. He also has good relations with the German estab- 
lishment, and especially with Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democratic Union (CDU), while his relations 
with France and Great Britain are on a lower level, the 
article affirmed. Additionally, Arsenis believes that af- 
ter the collapse of communism, the United States is the 
dominant force in the Balkans, the “natural field of ac- 
tion” for a Greece that can be a factor of stability and 
economic development without fear of Turkey, which 
must be accepted as “one of the most stable choices of 
interlocutors” by both Europe and the United States, the 
afticle said. 

The above are subject to many imponderables, such 
as the smoothness of the succession process and the 
existence of a balance of forces favoring Arsenis. More 
importantly, they hinge on whether PASOK will be able 
to maintain the initiative as the majority party, the article 
concluded. 
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Ecevit, Yilmaz Hold News Conference on Election 


TA2812145895 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1300 GMT 28 Dec 95 


{Statements by Democradc Left Patty [DSP] leader 
Bulent Ecevit and Motherland Party [ANAP] Icader 


{(FBIS Translated Text] [Ecevit] | am happy | called 
on Motherland Party [ANAP] leader Mesut Yilmaz at 
his party headquarters today. Once again, I found the 
opportunity to congratulate him on the results of the 
recent elections. | thank him for the warm welcome. 


We were hopeful that Turkey, in the aftermath of the 
24 December elections, would overcome the political 
crisis. It is clear, however, that the political crisis 
has not been overcome; on the contrary, it has been 
exacerbated. Furthermore, one can clearly see that the 
economic crisis is also getting worse. This shows that 
both the True Path Party [DYP] and its coalition partner 


strongly and unjustly criticized up until the last day of 
the Assembly's term — been accepted, we might have 
seen very different results. Above all, laws that would 
have been in harmony with the Constitution and would 
have better reflected the electoral compositions could 
have been prepared. Purthermore, as was generally 
known and widely covered by the press, an extensive 


| 
. 


opportunity to make up 
have better explained 
their solutions to the public. It is highly 
probable that a different situation — one that would 
have been more conducive to resolving the government 
problem — would have been created. Unfortunately, 
this opportunity was missed. It now appears that we are 
faced with a government problem and crisis worse than 


tte: 

4 
te 
hd 


coalition partner, the CHP. I believe that, in line with the 
public’s expectations, the most reasonable way to over- 
come the government crisis — both numerically and 

— is to form an ANAP-DYP-CHP coalition. 
The only obstacle, the only discernible obstacle to this 
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coalition, is Mrs. Ciller’s insistence on remaining prime 
minister at all costs and under any circumstances. This 
is how i appears. Mr. Yilmaz, on the other hand, has 
adopted a much more conciliatory position on the is- 
suc. Mr. Yilmaz clearly announced to the people that 
because ANAP received the higher sumber of votes 
between the two center-right parties, it is his mght to 
become prime minister but that he will not insist on ex- 
ercising this right. Yet Mrs. Ciller, as can be clearly un- 
derstood from the statement made by the DYP secretary 


general yesterday, insists on becoming prime minister of 
any government in which the DYP will participatc; in 
other words, Mrs. Ciller is the one who has dragged 
Turkey into the current impasse. Ciller, her party, and 
her coalition pastner are responsible for the current im- 
passe. Again, they will be held responsible for the con- 
tinuation of this crisis and problem. The message our 
people conveyed in the recent elections, however, was 
very clear. The majority of the public is in favor of an 
ANAP-DYP government. The public did not deem this 
sufficient, however, and conveyed the message that both 
parties should adopt a conciliatory stand, not only to- 
ward cach other but toward the public as well. As far 
as I can see, Mr. Yilmaz is aware of and is acting in 
accordance with this message and the public's desire. | 
cannot say the same thing, however, for the DYP. 


Both the mecting we held with Mr. Yilmaz when he 
visited our party headquarters two days ago and the one 
we held today were candid, beneficial, and based on 
mutual trust. He enlightened me on many points. We 
will continu: to assess the situation together during this 
search for a government. We have agreed on this. Of 
course, at this stage, | am not in a position to convene 
the new DSP [Democratic Lefi Party] party group 
because the election results have not yet boen finalized. 
Many of our deputies are currently in thir own regions 
waiting to receive their official appointment. They are 
also conducting tours to thank the people. When | 
am able to convene the party gromo, | will discuss 
the situation and the various government alternatives 
with the group as well as with the party council. As I 
have already siated, we will continue to assess all the 
developments and possibilities with Mr. Yilmaz at every 
Stage and on the basis of mutual trust. | thank him for 


his hospitality. 


[Yilmaz] Dear members of the media, we have held our 
second meeting with Mr. Ecevit, the DSP leader, on the 
formation of a government. As we stated carlicr, we will 
continue to hold constant consultations with one another 
until a government is established. We believe that 
ANAP, which emerged from the elections as the leading 
center-right party, and the DSP, which emerged as the 
leading leftist party, should act with the responsibility 
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government that will be supported by the DSP from 
the outside. The statement issued by the DYP yesterday 
indicates that the DYP has set the issue of who will be 


it is impossible to form such a coalition at the moment. 
Again, the stand adopted by the DYP prevents the im- 
plementation of such a solution. Therefore, I exnect the 
DYP to review its stand on this government formula, 
which I believe is the suitable one. We, as ANAP and 
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responsibility. We are ready to jointly shoulder this re- 
sponsibility with the DSP. If the DYP is sincere in the 
proposal it made yesterday, then Mr. Ecevit has told me 
that he will take our proposal on the issue to the perti- 
nent DSP organs. This is not the solution we — the two 
parties — most favor. Given the DYP stand, however, 
and if this stand remains unchanged, then | believe that 
this is the only way out. If the DSP finds it suitable, 
our party would be ready to shoulder this responsibility 
togethar. As Mr. Ecevit stated, we will continue to as- 
sess the developments together in the coming days. We 
will act in accordance with the responsibility of being 
the strongest parties of the center-right and the left. We 
will exert every possible effort in a bid to save Turkey 
from the current situation, a situation which the coali- 
tion partners have dragged us into and which renders us 
more anxious cach passing day. 

(Ecevit) As Mr. Yilmaz stated, in our previous meeting 
at the DSP headquarters, we dwelt upon and assessed 
the possibility of an ANAP-DYP-DSP coalition. | said 
that I would take this proposal to my party's authorized 
organs. I told Mr. Yilmaz, however, that Mrs. Ciller will 
never accept such a government formula. As a matter 
of fact, the information that has reached the public 
has confirmed my views. Mrs. Ciller is particularly 
disturbed by the determined DSP stand on forcign 
policy. | was aware of this beforehand. Now it has 
become clear that this alternative is inapplicable. The 
last proposal put forward by Mr. Yilmaz is, of course, 
a new one for us. I am not in a position to decide on 
the issue on my own. I have told him that. At the first 
opportunity, as soon as the official final election results 
are announced, | will convene our group and our party 
council, and we will assess this proposal constructively 
and with goodwill, as we have done with regard to all 
the other proposals. This is where we stand now. 


[Yilmaz] Dors anyone have any questions’ 
[Unidentified correspondent] Yes, there is but... 

[ Yilmaz, interrupting] To whom are you addressing your 
question? 

(Correspondent) You have said that you will be seeking 
jointly. 

[Ecevit] We will be assessing jointly. 

[Yilmaz] We will be assessing jointly. 

[Ecevit] In other words, we will continue to jointly as- 
sess all the developments that have to do with estab- 


lishing a government and surmounting the government 


[Correspondent] Mr. Yilmaz, we would like to ask 
you the following question: In many of your previous 
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[Yilmaz] I said this in the first statement | issucd 
following the announcement of the ciecuion results: A 
government has to emerge from this extremely difficult 
assembly tableau. As long as the partes continue their 
stand regarding cooperation with the Welfare Party 
it is impossible for a two-party coalition to emerge 
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yesterday's DYP statement — is 
for a government to be established 
and the DSP. The DYP, in the 
issued yesterday, announced that it would 
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[Correspondent] Do you feel the need to meet with Mrs. 
Ciller again? 
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[Yilmaz] ! am always ready to meet. | am ready to meci 
today; I will be ready tomorrow as well. As long as 
the components of yesterday's siaiement do not change. 
however, I am extremely doubtful thet such a mecting 
(Correspondent) Has the post of prime minister become 
a precondition for you as well? 


[Yilmaz] kt is Mrs. Ciller who is putting the office of 
prime minister as a precondition. lt is the DYP. | am 
Saying that the issue of the prime minister's post should 
be solved through conciliation because the electorate has 
not conveyed a definite message on the issuc. 


[Correspondent] There is also the CHP issuc. It is clear 
that the DYP has certain reservations regarding the DSP. 
Do you have any reservations regarding the CHP? Isn't 
the possibility of the CHP being discussed? 


[Yilmaz] One of the proposals submitted by the DYP 
yesterday is an ANAP-CHP-DYP coalition. Just as Mrs. 
Ciller does not favor a coalition that includes the DSP, 
our party is equally disinclined to a tripartite Coalition 
formula that includes the CHP. 


[Correspondent] Have you totally ruled out the possi- 
bility of a coalition with the RP’? 

[Yilmaz] There is no change in our previously declared 
stand on the issuc. | do not know what kind of result all 
these contacts and all these joint appraisals will yicld 
but, no doubt, it is out of the question for Turkey to 
remain without a government. If no results are attained 
from all these contacts, which we are conducting with 
goodwill and which Mr. Ecevit is conducting with the 
utmost sacrifice and goodwill, then, of course, other 
formulas might be considered. 


(Correspondent) Mr. Yilmaz, RP leader Erbakan an- 
Do these concessions fit your formula, which stated that 
the RP should make various changes in its [word indis- 
tinct). 


[Yilmaz] Let me clarify what | meant. | am following 
the statements being made by Mr. Erbakan. The ex- 
tremely conciliatory stand which he has exhibited in the 
aftermath of the elections can in no way excuse the RP’s 
behavior prior to the elections. lt goes without saying 
that there are discussions and arguments among parties 
during elections. An election atmosphere might even 
raise the dosage of these arguments. The RP, however, 
insulted and slandered the other parties and me and my 
party in particular. Slander is one of the worst crimes in 
our religion. They claimed that | am a Freemason. That 
is what the party daily published. They printed millions 
of editions and distributed them throughout Turkey. 
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[Correspondent] Is there pressure from within the party 
for talks with the RP’? 


{Yilmaz} Contrary to the atmosphere the press is trying 
to create, there is a consensus in ANAP on the issuc. 
You can interview any of my party colleagues privately. 
I only ask that you write the truth and not distort the 
facts, as has been done in recent days. 


(Correspondent) Given the current situation, would you 
serve in a government led by Ciller? 

[Yilmaz] When I said I have no preconditions, it 
concerns my becoming prime minister. If Mrs. Ciller 


approaches ) 
then I say thai we will overcome the issue of the prime 
minister's post. 


[Correspondent] I would like to pose a question to Mr. 
Ecevit. 
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Certain amount of sensitivity regarding nations) issucs 
and international relavons. That is why | said that we 
mg suppon — with lmited condmpons, of course — 2 
goverament formed by ANAP, thc DYP, and the CHP. 
Al the very least, we will not create difficulties for such 
& government. Onc of the reasons for this is that we 
do nol want a government crisis in Turkey; we do not 
want to share the responsitulity for Us. As a matter of 
fact, when Mrs. Ciller was in the process of trying to 
form a minority government. we cxerted every possibic 
effon to solve the goveramem problem without a crisis, 
despite the harsh and unjust critacism leveled at us from 
Certain circles. While making these cfforts, however, 
we dij not make any concessions with regard to our 
direction. We will not make any Concessions from sow 
on cither. As | sad, Mrs. Ciller amd her party have 
actually replied to your question. They are categorically 
opposed to hemng part of a government that includes us. 


[(Correspondent} Mr. Ecevit, can we view you as a single 
bloc with Yilmaz at the Assembly” 


[Ecevit] Let me put it this way: We have always 
maintained a warm dialogue with Mr. Yilmaz and his 
party. For a center-right and a center-left party to be 
able to reach concihation on fundamental navonal issues 
and problems is, | believe, a great accomplishment from 
the viewpoint of Turkish democracy. Whether we share 


the government responsibility or not, it is a gain for 
democracy. 


[Correspondent] Why is ANAP keeping its distance 
from the CHP? 


[Yilmaz] | said carlicr that ANAP’s precondition — 
which we clearly stated to the public — for taking place 
im any coalition government is that we must be con- 
vinced that the government will function harmomously, 
be successful, and decisively implement a program that 
will solve the current economic difficulties. This is our 
precondition. Having taken into Consideration the per- 
formance of the CHP during the ‘last coalition period 
and, most important of al), having taken into considera- 
tion the choice made by our people on 24 December, we 
conclude that it is impossible to attain these goals. If the 
search is for a broad-based coalition government, then 
the first choice should be the first party on the center- 
right. Purthermore, as Mr. Ecevit stated a while ago, 
we had a very sound dialogue with the DSP during our 
term in opposition. We believe that Turkey needs this 
dialogue now more than ever. We believe that ANAP 
and the DSP share a joint responsibility with regard to 
overcoming this government crisis. | expressed this be- 
lieve to Mr. Ecevit during our meeting. 


{Correspondent} You are not at all pleased with the 
performance of the DYP cither, yet you are willing to 
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[Yilmaz) it is impossible to speculate from the political 
viewpoint. It all depends on the developments following 
the elections. 


lists. While the population in certain urban regions had 
increased greatly in recent years, the elections were held 
without holding a new census and without updating the 
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electoral lists in accordance with these changes. Taking 
all these factors into consideration, | believe that if 
sound and reliable carly clections are to be held, it is 
necessary 10 enact these consutulsonal adjustment laws, 
hold a census, and update the electoral lists in line with 
the results of the census. 
(Correspondent) If Mrs. Ciller renounces her condition 
to become the prime minister and if you do not become 
[Yilmaz] I believe it will never be possible to answer 
your question because, as far as I can sec, Mrs. Ciller 
will never renounce the post of prime minister. 


[Correspondent] i would like to pose this question to 


Mr. Ecevit as well. Can a prime minister other than the 
party leader be considered? 


[Yilmaz] | have stated that we are open to such a model. 


(Correspondent) Mr. Ecevit? 

[Ecevit] | believe that is the right thing to do. 
[Correspondent] Have you reached an agreement on the 
issue of the assembly chairmanship. 

[Y*imaz] I raised this issue noi at this meeting but al our 


{Correspondent} Would [words indistinct) with the RP, 
which has emerged from the clections as the Icading 


[Ecevit] The RP is anyway in search of a regime outside 
the current system or — to be more accurate — the cur- 
rent regime, the laic, democratic, republican regime. | 
am talking about the system, the socioeconomic order. 
The RP stand not only contradicts the socioeconomic 
system but it is also directly against the laic republic. 
As a matter of fact, prior to the elections, it requested 
that the constitutional article that states that 

the 


disposition. 
[Correspondent] Mr. Yilmaz, you have stated that you 


do not believe that Mrs. Ciller will renounce the post of 
prime minister. The Isracli model is on the agenda. If 
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with Mrs. Ciller. I do not think it is worth assessing a 
proposal that is not on the agenda and has not been 
discussed. 

[Correspondent] Is there a third name for the post of 
prime minister? Is there someone you can suggest? 


[Yilmaz] As you can see, Mrs. Ciller criticized me for 
being hasty with these initiatives. Now you have begun 
to run. We are nowhere near there. At the moment, we 
are trying to reach an agreement on principles. | am 
uncomfortable that the issue has gotten stuck in certain 
personal discussions at this early stage. We must agree 
on a program and on principles and then proceed to 
names and positions. The issue of the post of prime 
minister came to the foreground at the initial stage with 
some pressure from the press as well. I hope that we 
will be able to surmount this issue and proceed in a 
sound manner to the really important issues as probable 
coalition partners in the coming days. Thank you all. 


[Ecevit] Thank you. 


Ciller States Willingness To Form Coalition 


TA2912080295 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[News conference by Tansu Ciller, True Path Party 
leader and prime minister, with unidentified reporters 
in Ankara on 28 December — recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Reporter] ANAP [Motherland 
Party] and the DSP [Democratic Left Party] have indi- 
cated that they could establish a minority government. 
Would you support such a government, and if so, what 
would be your conditions? 


[Ciller] This is what we have noticed. Democratic rules 
prevailed and everyone's free will was demonstrated 
during the elections. The Turkish people voted freely 
and brought about a certain outcome. It is the duty 
of the parties to read the results well and present 
an operational model that will carry us over to the 
next century, in a responsible manner and in a spirit 
of unity and solidarity, in line with these results and 
the wishes of our people. There are also democratic 
rules, institutions, and procedure that apply to the 
establishment of a government following elections. 
Similarly, these rules must be effected. This is what 
our party said. Our honorable president will launch this 
process, in accordance with democratic procedure and 
the Constitution. When this process begins, everyone 
will endeavor to assist each other. As it stands, the 
DYP and I myself, as leader of the party, have already 
declared that we will display a constructive attitude in 
this regard. This will automatically ensue as soon as the 


president starts the process. 
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In this context, we also declared that we would consider 
a coaliton with ANAP, if we are authorized to do so 
and if this possibility is raised. We find it necessary to 
undertake such a cooperation. This is the message the 
country relayed to us. We declared that we are ready 
to do this. I also spoke to Mr. Yilmaz and Mr. Baykal, 
and I was pleased to observe the same common sense 
and awareness of the need to act in a spirit of unity and 
solidarity. As I have already said, however, this will 
be done in accordance with democratic rules. If, within 
the framework of this procedure, the DYP and ANAP 
come together, then these parties can take a further step 
from this starting point. In other words, they can first 
outline their own programs and solutions, and then seek 
the cooperation of another party that will support their 
program. This is also a matter which will become clear 
in the future. 


The ways and means to attain this outcome, however, 
are clear-cut, as in the case of the elections. There are 
also democratic institutions, regulations, and constitu- 
tional framework, which dictate moves in the wake of 
the elections. We will achieve sounder results if we 
operate within this framework. Otherwise, we may be 
faced with mutual accusations or apparent efforts to 
pressure one another. Such rash behavior could lead to 
confusion, rather than to constructiveness. I underlined 
these points earlier, and I continue to do so. We will all 
continue to work in line with these democratic rules. I 
hope that in the end we will create a democratic solu- 
tion with the same goodwill. 


[Reporter] You appear to prefer the CHP [Republican 
People’s Party] in a possible future coalition. This is our 
impression. Why the CHP, and not the DSP? 


[Ciller} It is too early to determine this. If the task of 
establishing a government is assigned by the president, 
the first step is for the two main parties — that is, 
the DYP and ANAP — to come together, since they 
constitute a large majority. They must formulate a 
program and a solution themselves. The (wo parties 
must then approach a third partner, if necessary, in 
line with their program. This is necessary if a sincere 
partnership is to be established. I stated this earlier and 
I also related it to Mr. Yilmaz. I told him that this is 
the only way to establish trust in such a partnership. I 
said that the partnership must first be founded between 
the two of us, and that afterward we must approach and 
seek other partners. 


I repeat, the process has not begun yet. This is not a 
field in which anyone can propose whatever they want 
to one another. As in the case of the elections, there 
are laws and regulations and we must wait for them 
to begin functioning. Otherwise, we may be faced with 
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disharmony or unnecessary tension. Our country does 
not need this. Our country does not need any tension or 
accusations at this moment. There is no need to create a 
new atmosphere of discord. All the rules must function 
in a comprehensive way if such discord is to be avoided. 
This is not the time for new accusations. We must now 
wait for the process to be effected and continue on our 
path in a spirit of goodwill and constructiveness, with 
the aim of inspiring the coafidence of our people. We 
are determined to do this. As I said, however, we must 
all comply with the rules of this process. 


[Reporter] How will the problem of premiership be 
solved? The two-year rotational model applied in Israel 
has been raised. Mr. Yilmaz said he could oppose your 
premiership and vice versa. How will you solve this 
problem? 

[Ciller] We have not yet reached that stage. This subject 
has not yet been discussed with anyone. This was 
not mentioned in any way, = Soe 
organs, nor with Mr. Yilmaz. The process has n 
ce Wie dummies bi Ges eateed annem. Wo 
have a constitution, which describes the process. The 
authority is with the presideni. All these issues will be 
discussed once the process begins. As I said, haste will 
cause confusion, rather than a solution. Everyone should 
demonstrate patience in accordance with these rules. 
[Reporter] Have you discounted the view that ANAP 
could establish a coalition with the Welfare Party 
[RP]? We appear to be discussing only the ANAYOL 
{acronym meaning main path, based on combination of 
elements in ANAP and DYP] option. 


[Ciller] We said that we do not have the authority. If, 
however, the RP wants to establish a coalition with 
ANAP, this is possible. This is within their discretion. 
The DYP clearly announced that it will not do this. We 
will not establish a coalition with the RP. It is not in my 
authority to discuss a possible coalition between the RP 
and ANAP. The decision is theirs to make. We are only 
saying that the DYP will not enter a coalition with the 
RP. In the coming days, the RP and ANAP will decide 
on this matter. Failing that option, the parliamentary 
composition dictates that the DYP must either be part 
of a coalition or support such a coalition. If we reach 
that stage, we will display an extremely constructive 
stand. 


[Reporter] The process has not begun yet, but, if a 
government cannot be established within 45 days, are 
you ready for early elections? If so, which party will 
benefit more from this, ANAP or the DYP? 


[Ciller} en ee ce Dee Gece. We 
just emerged from the elections. If necessitated by 


the Constitution, we would naturally partake in the 
elections. There is nothing to be said on this matter. At 
this moment, however, we have a new parliamentary 
composition and our president will launch the process. 
We must first see if we are able to overcome the 
blockage. We will display a very constructive altitude 
in this regard. 


DYP Official Denies Pledge To Support Coalition 


TA2912081495 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 28 Dec 95 


{(FBIS Translated Text] In a statement issued yester- 
day, Tevfik Diker, True Path Party [DYP] secretary 
general, declared that he has nut pledged to support 
any government formula. In a statement to ANATO- 
LIA, Diker reacted to a comment that during his news 
conference yesterday he personally raised the proposal 
concerning a DYP-supported minority government be- 
tween ANAP [Motherland Party] and the DSP [Demo- 
cratic Left Party}, which was submitted by ANAP leader 
Mesut Yilmaz to DSP leader Bulent Ecevit. The secre- 
tary general said: There is only one decision adopted by 
the DYP General Administrative Council and it grants 
full authority to the party leader to conduct coalition ne- 
gotiations. As we said yesterday, everyihing else is just 
possible formulas. 


Asked to comment on claims that the question between 
the DYP and ANAP on who will be prime minister, 
Ciller or Yilmaz, is impossible to solve, Diker remarked: 
We did not say anything on these issues. All we said 
was: We will opcn the road to the country’s future; we 
will be conciliatory. 


In reply to a question on who should be assigned to form 
the new government if Welfare Party leader Necmeitin 
Erbakan is asked to establish the government, but fails 
to do so, Diker responded: The DYP has more parlia- 
mentary seats. Moreover, ANAP incorporates members 
of the Great Unity Party. 


RP Official Assails Efforts To Block Coalition 


TA2912090395 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text) Welfare Party [RP] Secretary 
General Oguzhan Asilturk has stated that it will not be 
beneficial for certain parties to reach an early agreement 
to block the RP with regard to the establishment of a 
government. On the contrary, Asilturk remarked, this 
will further aggravate the situation. 


In a news conference in Ankara today, Asilturk noted 
that democracy dictates that the RP establish a govern- 
ment that will solve the country’s problems. Reiterat- 
ing that a coalition will be established with the party 
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that contributes most to the country’s interests, Asilturk 
said that the RP is equidistant from all the parties con- 
cerning the subject of a coalition. Pointing out that his 
party emerged from the elections as the leading pariy in 
accordance with the preference of the nation, Asilturk 
claimed that efforts on the part of certain parties to be 
the first to establish a government will only complicate 
the situation even further. 


(Begin Asilturk recording] In my opinion, attempts to 
reach early agreements to block the way of the RP 
immediately after the elections will not be beneficial. 
I believe that, compared with the option of easily 
solving the problems, these attempts will make things 
more difficult. I hope that these party officials were 
merely engaged in efforts to speed up proceedings by 
holding preliminary contacts. The RP recognizes the 
fact that a government will be established as a result 
of conciliatory efforts. [end recording} 


Asked to comment on a newspaper report that Mother- 
land Party leader Mesut Yilmaz said that the RP called 
him a Freemason and must therefore apologize for the 
remark, Asilturk said: RP officials did not level such 
an accusation. We did not accuse anyone. Asilturk re- 
called that Yilmaz should exercise his legal rights re- 
garding the allegations published in the newspaper and 
send a denial or explanation to the newspaper. It would 
be wrong of Yilmaz to expect 2n apology regarding a 
statement published in the newspaper, Asilturk added. 


Asilturk concluded by saying that the RP did not hold 
contacts with any political party official before the 
president has officially assigned the task of establishing 
a government, and it does not consider this appropriate 
behavior. 


RP Traded Migrants’ Plane Tickets for Votes 


BR2812162695 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 
28 Dec 95 p 3 


[Report by Nadia Dala: “Turkish Migrants Received 
Airplane Tickets in Exchange for Votes") 


[FBIS Translated Text] Without the financial support 
of the fundamentalist Refah [Welfare — RP) party, 
thousands of Turkish migrants in the Netherlands would 
have been unable to cast a vote for the parliamentary 
elections in Turkey. Refah paid back half of their 
airplane ticket. In Belgium, the Turkish fundamentalist 
movement Milli Gorris chartered airplanes for those 
who wanted to vote. 


Last Sunday [24 December], a few days before the 
parliamentary elections in Turkey, hordes of Turkish 
migrants boarded airplanes throughout Europe in order 
to cast a vote in their homeland. At Schiphol Airport 
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in the Netherlands some 5,000 Turks were waving 
their special tickets. They had purchased a roundtrip 
ticket for three days at half the regular price. The 
special action had been organized by Refah, the Islamic 
Welfare Party, which wants to turn Turkey into a 
fundamentalist Muslim state. At least, this is how the 
Netherlands NOS television network news announced 
it. According to the NOS the tickets were paid for by 
Refah. Netherlands representatives of the Welfare Party 
exerted heavy pressure to fill the extra charter flights in 
the Netherlands. Turks who were not favorably disposed 
toward the party refused to accept the offer to travel 
half-price. The same reportedly happened in Germany. 


In Belgium the Turkish ‘social-cultural association” 
Milli Gorris chartered airplanes in order to allow 
migrants to vote in Turkey. Milli Gorris is a rather 
obscure organization which categorically denies all ties 
with the Refah party, but whose linkage with Refah has 
been repeatedly demonstrated in the past. According to 
a reliable source in Turkish migrant circles “Milli Gorris 
charters airplanes for every election in Turkey. This is 
a tradition. It is not formally advertised but the rumor 
goes round.” 


From next year onward Turkish migrants will be able 
to vote in the Turkish embassy in Belgium. “This year 
preparations were not yet ready,” a spokesman for the 
Turkish embassy in Brussels says. “Migrants living at 
Turkey's borders had the opportunity to cast a vote at 
the customs offices.” 


It is not known to what extent the voting behavior of 
the Turkish migrants in Europe affected the election 
result. It is a fact, though, that Refah won zlast Sunday's 
elections by a small margin. The Welfare Party obtained 
some 21 percent of the votes. This outcome is a heavy 
blow for the Turkish efforts to associate itself with 
Europe and to join the European Union. As a reaction to 
the unexpected electoral victory, values at the Turkish 
stock exchange dropped the next day and the Turkish 
lira depreciated against the dollar. 


Article Notes RP’s Chance To Form Government 
96P20190 Istanbul ZAMAN in Turkish 27 Dec 95 


[Article by Fehmi Koru from the “Agenda” column: 
"Door to Opportunity”—teceived via Internet] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The quest for power goes on in 
Ankara. First there are the developments taking place 
in plain sight: ANAP [Motherland Party] leader Mesut 
Yilmaz meeting first with DSP [Democratic Left Party] 
leader Rulent Ecevit, then with DYP [True Path Party] 
leader Tansu Ciller, and then with the other leaders in 
turn. Next, there are the efforts by circles influential in 
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politics but who are rarely seen: They got into the act 
to bring about an "ANAYOL [term used to indicate 
ANAP-DYP combination] administration,” something 
they have advocated since long before 24 December. 
Meanwhile, we must not forget the incessant press 
conferences by RP [Welfare Party] leader Necmettin 
Erbakan, who was first in the elections. 


As in every election, it is certain that a government will 
emerge. Legitimate solutions have not been exhausted, 
nor will the country remain without a government. The 
constraints now operative will — one hopes — give 
way to a normal search for a solution in a climate in 
which common sense and a sound mind will prevail. 
And what is normal, it is not even necessary to say, is 
to grant the RP, which came out first in the elections, 
the chance to form a government. 


We know what the objections are — at any rate, all 
of the newspapers are filled with them, and television 
seizes upon every commentary that reinforces them: 
The RP has placed itself on one side of the balance, 
and all the other parties on the other. While describing 
the others as “regular parties,” he claims to represent 
an alternative which he calls the “just order.” Prior 
to the elections, RP leader Necmettin Erbakan seemed 
indifferent toward announcements by almost all parties 
that they would not form a coaliton with the RP and 
continued to issue his “uncompromising” messages. 


All of this said, the justification of the objections is not 
sufficient to excuse the abnorinal behavior now taking 
place. However the RP describes itself, it is a party 
formed in compliance with the rules of the system and 
which conducts its activities according to the same rules. 
There is only one way that parties can take office: to 
win at the ballot box. The RP is the party that won 
a slight lead at the ballot box today, and failure to 
give it the opportunity to form a government would 
be tantamount to refusing to turn over the government 
to it if it won a majority tomorrow. Could such a 
system be co"'ed "democracy"? Political parties, which 
take their sustenance from pluralism and participatory 
politics, would render the system — and themselves 
— illegitimate if they were to find one of their own 
“unsuitable” for administration. And we use the term 
“illegitimate” knowing full well the concept and not 
backing away from all that it implies. 


Granting the party that won the most votes the chance to 
form a government certainly does not mean that it will 
do so. The RP will need to find 276 votes to support the 
government it would form and must seek ways to make 
up its deficit from other parties. The contacts it would 
make following the charge to form a government and 
the RP’s ways of seeking support may or may not be 
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successful. It would be wrong to skewer the party to the 
wall with the “extremist” comments it used throughout 
the election campaign or to extend to the present left- 
over prejudices against a party that was in government 
three times prior to 1980 and received its main support 
from abroad. 


Every political movement has principles which it can 
and cannot abandon; coalitions are the result of such 
compromises reached between two or three parties. If 
the search is on for a government that will put aside 
its prejudices and lead the country in the direction of 
“common sense,” then it is possible for the DYP and 
ANAP to find a happy medium both among themselves 
and in the RP. ANAP leader Yilmaz has already worn 
out his welcome at the doors of the left-wing parties and 
is obliged to open the door to this opportunity before 
entering upon ties that his party’s rank and file will 
never approve. 


Armed Forces Support Laicism, Reject Reaction 


TA2812184895 Istanbul Kanal-6 Television 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 28 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] General Karadayi, chief of the 
General Staff, has issued another message. He has said 
that the Turkish Armed Forces are a force against every 
form of fanaticism and reaction. 


Gen. Ismail Hakki Karadayi inspected the First Com- 
mando Brigade, which was returning from the southeast 
to its barracks in Kayseri, and congratulated the brigade 
on its success. He made a statement similar to the one 
he made in Bolu prior to the elections. He stated that the 
Turkish Armed Forces favor a contemporary, laic, and 
democratic world concept, adding that it is a progressive 
and unwavering force against every form of fanaticism 
and reaction. 


Assembly’s 20th Session Program Detailed 
NC2812160795 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
27 Dec 95 p17 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara—Barring any unfore- 
seen changes, the calendar of the 20th legislative session 
of the Turkish Grand National Assembly [TGNA], the 
structure of which has been renewed by the elections, 
will include: 


1. The Supreme Election Council [YSK] will disclose 
the official final results. 


2. The TGNA will convene five days after the official 
final results are published in the OFFICIAL GAZETTE. 
Summons will not be issued for the TGNA’s convoca- 
tion. 
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3. Welfare Party Deputy from Istanbul Suleyman Arif 

Emre, 74, will chair the TGNA’s first convocation as 

the oldest member of the National Assembly. 

4. The deputies will take the constitutional oath during 

the convocation. 

5. The president will be expected to hold talks with the 

political party leaders on the establishment of the new 
24 hours after the TGNA convenes. 

6. A 10-day period will be announced for the registration 

of candidates who want to be elected as speaker of the 

TGNA. 

7. Considering his talks with the political party leaders, 

the president will designate the prime minister to 

establish the government, which will have to secure the 

TGNA’s vote of confidence. 

8. The TGNA wili convene to elect its speaker. The 

convocation will most probably be held on 20 January. 

9. The TGNA Chairmanship Council will be established 

24 hours after the speaker is elected. 

10. The prime minister designate, who will be asked to 

establish a coalition government, will probably submit 

his cabinet list to the president on 25 January — if he 

succeeds in establishing the government. 

11. The TGNA will convene to vote on the government 

within seven days. 

12. A new government will be in office in Turkey by 

the first week of February. 

13. The president may decided to have an election gov- 

ernment formed if the government cannot be estab- 

lished. He may decide that 45 days after the designation 

of the prime minister. The election government will be 

required to hold elections in 90 days. 


BOTAS, Iran To Discuss Natural Gas Project 


NC2912102695 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
27 Dec 95 p 


[Report by Zulfikar Dogan: “Iran Will Solve the Prob- 
lem of Natural Gas”) 


{FBIS Translated Text] Ankara—A new project will be 
realized to meet the increasing demand for natural gas. 
Several projects have been put into effect to solve the 


problem of pollution, particularly in the larve cities. 
Talks To Be Held Soon 


Turkey and Iran will hold talks during the next few days 
on the agreement they reached in May on the sale of 
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natural gas. They will discuss the financing, construc- 
tion, and operation of the natural gas pipeline between 
Tabriz and Ankara. The project will be finalized in Is- 
tanbul. 


The BOTAS [Pipeline and Petroleum Transport Corpo- 
ration} will represent Turkey in the talks. Iran will be 
represented by the National Iranian Gas Corporation. 
The two sides will finalize the project for the 1,200- 
km Tabriz-Ankara pipeline in Istanbul. The agreement 
signed in May by the former minister of energy and 
natural resources, Veysel Atasoy, and Petroleum Minis- 
ter Gholam Reza Aqazadeh-Kho’i on the sale of natural 
gas called for the pipeline to begin operating in 1998. 
According to the agreement, Turkey will buy 2.7 bil- 
lion cubic meters of natural gas beginning in 1998. The 
amount Turkey will buy will increase to 11 billion cu- 
bic meters by the year 2020. 

BOTAS has included the project in its program for 
1995. The State Planning Organization has approved 
the financing of the project. Plans have been made to 
invest nearly 60 trillion Turkish lira in the project. 
The overall investment in the pipeline will be $1.1 
billion. Of that, $400 million will be allocated to 
pipeline networks in the Aegean and Mediterranean 
regions and $700 million will be earmarked to build 
the Tabriz-Ankara pipeline. 


The pipeline will enter Turkey in the Albayrak locality 
on the Turkey-Iran border. Its section in Iran will be 
200 km and in Turkey 1,000 km. 


BOTAS will secure the funds on international markets 
to finance the pipeline. Several companies from France, 
Germany, and Japan have reportedly offered to finance 
the project. 

The only problem regarding the financing of the project 
is reported to be the U.S. economic sanctions on 
Iran. But, reportedly, Turkey will take direct action 
to persuade the Western financing establishments to 
support the project. 
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